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July 1 2023.
The Honourable Seamus O’Regan
Minister of Labour
seamus.oregan@parl.gc.ca

Dear Minister,
On behalf of CIFFA, the Canadian International Freight Forwarders Association, we are writing to urge you to prepare back-to-work legislation as quickly as possible to ensure no further damage to our battered supply chains. The disruption of services in West Coast ports will create immediate and severe negative impacts on Canadians from all walks of life.
Appreciating your support of the collective bargaining process, the best deals are made when there is a willingness and desire by both sides at the bargaining table. When this is not present, a strong government presence is required to ensure that a collective agreement is reached with little disruption to the Canadian economy, one way or another. Unfortunately, that date has passed.      
We are accustomed to a narrative in which workers struggle for a fair wage while employers seek to maximize profits at their expense. But that is not the case here, recognizing that longshore workers are very well compensated, some making much more than cabinet ministers. 
The Bank of Canada has increased interest rates eight times in the last two years, attempting to slow the inflationary trend, for the good of all of us. Central to this effort is the need to limit wage and price increases. It would directly conflict with public policy to tolerate a steep wage increase for ports workers, as well as a signal to workers in other sectors that disruption of service will pay off. 
Meanwhile the food shortages which have frustrated consumers and driven prices up so sharply will be exacerbated by this disruption. The victims in this matter are the consumers and businesses depending on the ports as the first, vital, link in the supply chain.
We understand that even a rapid decision to order workers back to work will take a couple of weeks, effectively wiping out a significant portion of profits for shippers. Companies still struggling with the debts accumulated during the covid epidemic will be badly hurt by a dispute to which they are not a party. 
We urge you to act aggressively to avoid this unnecessary hardship. 

With thanks,
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Bruce Rodgers		Executive Director, CIFFA
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Julia Kuzeljevich		Director, Policy and Regulatory Affairs, CIFFA
CC: 
The Right Hon. Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
Mark Holland, House Leader mark.holland@parl.tc.ca 
The Hon. Omar Alghabra, Minister of Transport, omar.alghabra@parl.gc.ca 
The Hon. François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, 
francois-philippe.champagne@parl.gc.ca 
The Hon. Carla Qualtrough, Minister of Employment, Workforce Development and Disability Inclusion 
carla.qualtrough@parl.gc.ca 
The Hon. Jonathan Wilkinson, Minister of Natural Resources, jonathan.wilkinson@parl.gc.ca
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