
London’s The Gower School 
Takes Action Against Indoor 
Air Pollution
In May 2018, London Mayor Sadiq Khan  
published the findings of an extensive indoor  
air quality research initiative known as the  
Mayor’s School Air Quality Audit Programme.  

The results spurred a flurry of activity in the schools of London’s  
worst affected boroughs. Parents, teachers, and children were  
shocked to learn of the dangerous levels of air pollution they were  
potentially exposed to on the school run, on busy roads, outdoors in the playground, and —  
perhaps most worryingly — inside their own classrooms. 

In addition to the Mayor’s plan to reduce exposure to harmful air pollution in the affected boroughs, 
students on the Eco-Committee at The Gower School in Islington decided to take matters into 
their own hands.

Staying ahead of the curve
As one of the first Montessori primary schools in London, 
housed in a building with a strong environmental agenda, 
The Gower School was already hailed as a ‘green school’. 

However, in 2017, they put together an Eco-Committee made up of 
students from year groups 3-6 to ensure the school was innovating  
and finding ways to become even more eco-conscious. 

Working towards the coveted Eco-Schools Awards Green Flag,  
an internationally recognised award for excellence in environmental  
action and learning, was all the motivation the students needed. 

After measuring the air pollution in their classrooms, the  
results confirmed the worst fears about London’s air quality. 

The air quality in the primary school, which is close to a busy  
road, was very poor. Undeterred, the students used the data to 
evaluate and plan their next move on their mission to make the 
school a safer, more environmentally friendly place.

The Challenge 

“Our learning culture  
is one of encouraging students  

to think for themselves and solve 
problems, so we were delighted 

when our Eco-Committee chose to 
investigate the problem of poor  
indoor air quality in the school  

and find ways to address  
and remedy it” 

Emma Gowers, Founder and  
Principal at The Gower School

https://www.london.gov.uk/what-we-do/environment/pollution-and-air-quality/mayors-school-air-quality-audit-programme
https://www.thegowerschool.co.uk/
https://www.thegowerschool.co.uk/eco-schools-awards/
https://www.eco-schools.org.uk/about/howitworks/the-awards/


After assessing the building’s needs, the school 
installed wall-mounted VIRUSKILLER™ units in the 
classrooms for year groups 3-6 and in the science 
lab, with tower units placed in the reception and in 
Year 1 and Year 2 classrooms. Smaller Hextio units 
were placed in the music room and on the front 
office desk to provide personal protection to staff. 

A breath of fresh air 
The benefits of clean indoor air and 
improved air quality were felt right away 
with students and teachers reporting 
noticeable differences in internal air 
quality, as well as increased alertness 
and productivity amongst students.  

“We couldn’t have expected to see the 
rates of illness decrease so precipitously. 
The cost of sick days to children in terms 
of missed learning opportunities and peer 

engagement is one of the most devastating 
drawbacks to academic performance. 

Fewer sick days means higher productivity 
and we are thrilled to see our children 

thriving so beautifully.”

Complete indoor air safety
Remarkably, during the first wave of the COVID-19  
pandemic, The Gower School didn’t close, but instead  
kept its doors open to provide Key Worker provision  
exclusively to parents who are critical workers. 

All other children enjoyed a full online learning programme  
at home, including face-to-face teaching and a full range of  
specialist arts lessons, such as individual and class music,  
recorder, three choirs, two recorder ensembles, drama, LAMDA,  
and creative art lessons. “We were able to remain open  
during the initial lockdown — our dedicated teachers  
weren’t going to let a pandemic stop them,” Miss Gowers  
says. By taking steps to mitigate the health risks associated  
with indoor air pollution — including viral transmission —  
through the implementation of clean air technology, the  
school had far more protection than most, at a time when it  
was critically needed. 

Since schools across England reopened on 8 March 2021, The Gower School has been reaping the 
rewards of their forward planning with clean, fresh air for bright young minds.

The Results 

Tackling indoor air pollution
Clean air technology was required to restore a healthy 
learning and working environment. 

The school chose VIRUSKILLER™ units, an indoor air safety 
measure developed specifically to be an all-in-one, plug-and-
play solution for spaces such as classrooms and offices. 

The Solution 

“The Eco-Committee’s  
investigative nature and  

foresight to implement indoor  
air safety measures in our school 
environment means that we are 
already actively addressing the 

problem of poor indoor air quality 
and the health implications of  

living in a polluted  
urban area.” 

please contact us on:     0800 028 5525 or visit our website      initial.co.uk
If you would like to install VIRUSKILLER™ technology in your school,


