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&3 Daf 5: THE SECOND FESTIVAL DAY IN THE DIASPORA

“Yom Tov Sheni” (second festival day) — marks the celebration of an extra Yom
Tov day. For example, a seder is conducted twice on Pesach, once on the first
night, and again on the second night of the holiday. “Shel galuyot” — a second
day of Yom Tov — is celebrated only outside Eretz Yisrael, in the diaspora.

Why were the extra Yom Tov days instituted? In antiquity, the Hebrew calendar
was determined according to the phases of the moon. When the New Moon
became visible, two witnesses would come to court and state: “We have seen
the new moon,” and the beit din (court) would declare: “Today is Rosh Chodesh.”

Nearly all holidays are set on specific dates. For example, Pesach is on the 15t
of Nissan. Therefore, it was important to ascertain the
date of Rosh Chodesh Nissan in order to know when
the 15" of Nissan would fall. However, Jews who
lived far from Eretz Yisrael did not immediately know
when Rosh Chodesh had been set, e.g., perhaps on
Tuesday, or possibly Wednesday. For this reason, the
chachamim ruled that outside Eretz Yisrael two days
[of Yom Tov] are celebrated.

K Daf 6: THE CHICK THAT CAME OUT OF THE EGG
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On Yom Toy, Yisrael and Ariel saw an egg on the ground of the chicken
coop shake slightly. Suddenly, the egg cracked open, and an adorable,
sweet-looking little chick appeared. Ariel wanted to play with the
chick, but Yisrael said: “Ariel, a chick born on Yom Tov is muktzeh.”

“Why?” Ariel asked. Yisrael explained that “when Yom Tov
began last night the chick was still inside the egg,
which is muktzeh — because it is not fit to be
eaten.” Yisrael continued: “Since we know that
at the start of the chag the egg was muktzeh,
the amora Rav taught a halachah which states
that an item deemed muktzeh at the start of
a chag or Shabbat remains “muktzeh” for that

entire day. Therefore, this chick remains muktzeh for

the remainder of Yom Tov, even though it is practically edible
now that it has come out of its shell.”
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K Daf 7: A CHICK HATCHED ON YOM TOV
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The chachamim prohibited eating an egg hatched on
Shabbat or Yom Tov until after the end of that Shabbat

or holy day. An egg that hatched during Shabbat or
Yom Tov is “mukizeh” and, like all things that may
not be used on Shabbat and Yom Tov, it may not
even be moved.

K Daf 8: THE MITZVAH OF COVERING THE BLOOD

There is a Torah commandment to cover with earth the blood that spurts
out of an animal following its slaughter (shechitah). This rule applies to a
chayah (non-domesticated) animal or ohf (fowl), but does not apply to a
behaymah (domesticated animal).

What is a chayah? A gazelle is a chayah, not a behaymah. However, sheep,
goats, or cows are all behaymot — and not chayot. The “koy” is an interesting
animal as chazal were uncertain whether to consider it a behaymah or chayah.
As such, they did not know if it was necessary to cover its blood after shechitah.

Because chazal did not successfully determine whether the “koy” was a chayah
or behaymah, it was necessary to cover its blood out of concern that it might
be a chayah. However, a person could not recite a blessing over this mitzvah,
because it was possible the koy was actually behaymah, in which case there
would be no mitzvah at all. This ruling is codified in Rambam’s Hilchot Shechitah.
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The chachamim decreed it prohibited to carry a garment soaked .00 12 D'AMA9W Ti2 Yp7VY 1ON NAWAW ,11pn D'IN
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The answer is that the chachamim were con-
cerned that when the garment was moved,
water would be squeezed out and extracted
from it. A person who wrings out an item on
Shabbat violates a Torah prohibition, because
it is prohibited to extract on Shabbat. Therefore,
as a precaution, the chachamim ruled that wet
clothes should not be moved on Shabbat.
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As we have already learned, it is prohibited to move animals on DN '3 ,12iV Di"2 07N YA T'TNY WMON ,11TNY 1213W 192
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food. On this daf, we learn that Beit Shammai said
that any fledglings found in a nest are “muktzeh,”
because it is not customary to eat them. In order
for fledglings to not be considered muktzeh, the
owner must lift them up on erev Yom Tov and
state: “I want to eat them.” In the event the owner
does not make this declaration, the fledglings are
muktzeh and are not considered to be food.
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K Daf 11: LAWS OF “SALTING” "m:p'?@n v o 47

The Torah prohibits consuming the blood of animals. Given that issur
(prohibition), how is it ever possible to eat cooked meat? After all, there is a
lot of blood in meat!
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In order to make the eating of meat
halachically permissible, after
shechitah has been performed on
the animal its meat must be salted —
because salt draws out all of the blood
from the meat. However, a person
who roasts meat is not required to
salt that meat first, because roasting
also extracts all of the blood.
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D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT VAYELECH 171 NP8 iR 931

Moshe Rabbeinu informed Aharon that B’nei Yisrael will encounter difficult
days ahead if they violate the brit (covenant) with God. During such a time,
God will hide and conceal his face — (Devarim 31:18) “V’Anochi haster
asteer et panai bayom hahu” (And | will keep my countenance hidden on
that day.) What is the meaning of the phrase “haster aster,” and why
was it necessary for the Torah to employ double language?

Rabbi Nachman of Breslov explained that even in grim and difficult
situations, Jews of faith generally believe and know that, behind the
scenes, God stands guard and watches over all that happens. This
condition is called “hester panim,” i.e., times during which the reality is
harsh and bitter, when God seems to conceal Himself. However, there are
times when the rupture is even greater. In those moments of deep crisis,
even people of fairly strong faith might feel as though God has abandoned
the earth. Such moments are described in the Torah’s expression “haster
asteer,” when God seems totally concealed and religious belief becomes
a great challenge. In those times of concealment within concealment,
a Jew must fortify him/herself with belief in God.
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