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Daf 33:  – טֻ ְמ ַאת י ַָדיִ םImpurity of the Hands
A human corpse is deemed to be an Avi Avot Ha’Tumah (father of primary sources
of ritual impurity), as it possesses the highest level or major primary source of ritual
impurity that exists in any item. A person or item that touches a corpse possesses the
status of Av Ha’Tumah (primary source of ritual impurity). Accordingly, an individual
who touches an Av Ha’Tumah is rendered a Rishon Le’Tumah (first degree impurity)
as a result of that contact.
An individual or item contracts one level of tum’ah less than the level possessed by
the individual or item that was touched. Under Torah Law, a person cannot contract
an impurity status below that of Rishon Le’Tumah. Under rabbinic law, however, it
is possible, as will be described below.
If a person touches a corpse, it is not only that person’s hands that are rendered impure;
rather, under Torah law, the person’s entire body contracts impurity. Chazal ordained,
however, that if a person touches a Rishon Le’Tumah, that person’s hands — and only
his hands — contract the status of Sheini Le’Tumah (second degree impurity). Chazal
enacted this rule so that people would be exceedingly careful in matters of
ritual purity. Kohanim were instructed to wash their hands before eating
Terumah (priestly gifts) lest the Terumah become invalidated through
being handled by hands with the status of Sheini Le’Tumah.
Later, Chazal ordained that all Jews wash their hands before
eating bread. Why? As a safeguard against the spread of
tum’ah and as a hygienic measure to ensure cleanliness.

Daf 34:  – טֻ ְמ ַאת מַ ְ ׁש ִקיםRitual Uncleanliness of Liquids
By Torah law, non-sanctified foods and liquids can only become tameh (ritually
unclean) through contact with an item or person whose status is “rishon l’tum’ah”
(first-degree ritual uncleanliness) or greater (e.g., an Av tum’ah). Chazal decreed
that even ordinary liquid could become tameh from contact with an item with that
has the status of “sheini l’tum’ah” (second-decree ritual uncleanliness) and would
render that liquid tameh, with the status of “rishon le’tum’ah.”
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:מן התלמוד
: דף ל׳׳ז, מסכת חולין,סדר קודשים
 שלא אכלתי מבהמה:“משום רבי נתן אמרו
 אי אמרת בשלמא.שלא הורמו מתנותיה
 אלא אי,שריא — היינו רבותיה דיחזקאל
”? מאי רבותיה דיחזקאל,אמרת אסירא
Translation

 … אי אמרת בשלמאEe ah’mart b’sh’lama …
Correct, had you said

 … שריאSharya ….... Permitted
 … רבותיהRevutai …... His greatness

Explanation
The prophet Yehezkel (Ezekiel) said he had
never in his life eaten piggul (disqualified
sacrificial meat). Rabbi Natan explained
that “piggul,” in this context, refers to
non-sacrificial meat from which the
priestly emoluments had not been set
aside. From Rabbi Natan’s teaching we
learn that such meat was permissible to
eat, because if it were actually forbidden
by law, why would Yehezkel praise
himself for not eating from it?
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educational curriculum developed
in Israel. After its introduction in
2002, the program quickly gained
the endorsement of Israel’s Ministry
of Education. Talmud Israeli
combines the study of Talmud with
Torah and modern Jewish history.
We provide learners with the tools
needed to strengthen Jewish
identity as well as connections to
Israel and Jewish communities
around the world. Talmud Israeli
brings the teachings of our sages to
LEARNERS OF ALL AGES.
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Daf 35: – זְ ִהירוּת ִמ ּטֻ ְמ ָאה

Caution Regarding Ritual Uncleanliness

Today, everyone is tameh (ritually unclean) since we are no longer able to sprinkle
purified spring water, mixed with ashes of the para adumah (red heifer) to bring
about ritual purification. In ancient times, people were extremely cautious regarding
tum’ah, because everyone needed to set aside terumah (priestly gifts) from their
produce and many people offered sacrifices from which they also ate. Needless
to say, sacred food could not be eaten by an individual who was tameh. Moreover,
it is prohibited to even touch sacred items with a hand that is tameh.
Traditionally, individuals were not only guarded against transmitting impurity to
sacred foodstuffs, but with ordinary foods as well — for there is virtue in not
consuming any item that is tameh. This elevated standard was derived by Chazal
from Sefer VaYikra (Book of Leviticus) 11:44 — “V’hitkadashkem, v’ha’yee’tem
kedoshim” (And you shall sanctify yourself and be holy), that B’nai Yisrael should
also eat ordinary foods in a state of tahara (ritual cleanliness).

תִ ּהְיּו
Daf 36: – הַ ָ ּדם וְ הַ ּ ַמיִם ֶׁש ַּבעֲ ז ָָרה

Blood and Water in the Temple Courtyard

On this daf we learn that the blood and water found in the Beit HaMikdash
Courtyard are not susceptible to tum’ah (ritual uncleanliness).
A related matter is recorded in Masechet Avodah Zarah
(37a): Yosei ben Yo’ezer of Tzereida testified about three
leniencies — one of which was the halacha concerning
liquids in the Beit HaMikdash Courtyard. Because of his
testimony, Yosei was called: “Yosef Sharai,” i.e. Yosef,
[the] permissive one, as there were Chachamim who
believed he was too lenient.

Who’s Who?
Nathan Straus
(1848-1931)

Born in Germany and raised in the United
States, Nathan Straus was a proud
Jewish business owner and philanthropist
dedicated to public health, Zionist causes,
and Jewish life in America.
Straus moved to New York City after
the American Civil War. He and his brother
owned R.H. Macy and Abraham & Straus
department stores. After his brother perished
on the Titanic (1912), Straus devoted himself
to public service and philanthropic causes.
Because Straus was very interested in milk
safety and ensuring children had access
to pasteurized dairy, he and his wife Lina
founded the Nathan Straus Pasteurized
Milk Laboratory. They sold pasteurized milk
very inexpensively and even offered it free of
charge to the needy. In 1920, the Strauses
donated the plant to NYC.
In 1904 the Strauses visited Eretz
Yisrael for the first time and immediately
became steadfast Zionists. They built soup
kitchens and health stations while providing
tremendous sums of money to many causes
in the country. The Strauses donated most
of their wealth to better the situation in preState Eretz Yisrael. The city of Netanya was
named in honor of Nathan Straus.

Furthermore, Avodah Zarah 37a states that Rabbi Yehuda Nesia
did not want to allow the eating of bread baked by non-Jews, because he had
already permitted the oil of non-Jews, and he did not want his decisions to be
known as coming from a “Beit Dinah Shrya” (permissive court); a court dismissed
by people for its being too lenient in matters of halacha.
The same Chachamim were afraid that if they were seen permitting items and
actions that had previously been forbidden, people would begin to neglect other
prohibitions. For that reason, they did not want to be overly permissive.
Nathan Straus. Wikipedia.
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Daf 37:  – ְ ּבהֵ מָ ה ְמסֻ ּ ֶכנֶתAn Animal in Danger
On this daf, the Talmud discusses the question of whether it
is permissible to eat a “behaymah mesukenet” (‘dangerous
animal’)? What is the meaning of the term “behaymah
mesukenet”? Does it refer to an angry, goring bull, or a cow
that kicks anyone who approaches it? The answer is no. In
the lexicon of the sages, a “behaymah mesukenet” is not a beast that is dangerous
to others, but rather, an animal that is itself in danger, i.e., one that is sick and dying.
It makes sense to think it is forbidden to slaughter and eat such an animal, just as
it is forbidden to eat a treifah (a wounded animal, likely to die from its injuries within
the coming year), as that animal has become diminished by its defect. However, the
Chachamim show that under certain conditions it is permissible to perform shechita
and eat a behaymah mesukenet, according to the strict letter of the law.

Daf 38:  – ִא ּסוּר ִמ ֹּכחַ הַ ּ ַמ ְח ָׁשבָ הA Prohibition Based on Intent
Is it possible to render an animal asura l’achila (forbidden to eat) due to intent alone?
In the Mishnah on this daf, the Tannaim disagree whether it is permissible to perform
shechita on an animal on behalf of an idol-worshipping non-Jew. The Tanna Kamma
(first Tanna cited) is of the opinion that the shechita is kasher (kosher), whereas Rabbi
Eliezer believes it is pasul (invalid). Why?
Rabbi Eliezer explains that surely the same non-Jew thinks that the killing of his
animal was done for the sake of idol worship, and therefore, his intent invalidates
the shechita and renders the meat forbidden.
However, Rabbi Yossi answers the same question and says: While it is true that
korbanot (offerings) can become disqualified if inappropriate intentions during
shechita come to light, it is only the thoughts and intentions of the shochet himself
which disqualify the animal -- not the thoughts of anyone else. As such, all the more
so regarding ordinary animals not been designated as korbanot, that they wouldn’t
be disqualified because of another person’s thoughts. Therefore, it is permissible for
a Jew to perform shechita on an animal for a non-Jew. Even if that non-Jew devoted
his thoughts toward idol worship it does not invalidate the shechita.

On The Map of Israel
Netanya

A group called Bnei Binyamin, which
was named after Binyamin Ze’ev Herzl
and Binyamin Rothschild, founded
Netanya in 1929. Bnei Binyamin’s
purpose was to buy land and settle
Eretz Yisrael. The word Netanya means
“God gave”.
Located in central Israel on the
Mediterranean coast approximately 20
miles north of Tel Aviv, Netanya is the 7th
largest city in the country. While Netanya
is a popular tourist destination due to its
beautiful beaches, it is also known for
its large immigrant population. Netanya
is a very diverse city with over 30% of
its population made up of olim (people
who make aliyah) from both Englishspeaking countries and from France,
Ethiopia, the former Soviet Union and
more. About 3% of Netanya’s residents
are native English speakers.
Nathan Straus died before his
namesake Netanya was declared a city
in 1948, the first to be deemed so, after
Israel’s independence. While only five
people originally moved to Netanya in
1929, more than 200,000 people live in
the city today!

Daf 39:  – סֵ ירוּב ְל ַק ֵּבל מַ ּ ָתנָהRefusal to Accept a Gift
It is permissible to give a gift to an individual without their knowledge.
Why? Chazal assessed that most people would want to receive a
gift. For example, Reuven wanted to give Shimon $100. Reuven
can just tell Levi to accept the money on Shimon’s behalf and the
moment Levi takes the cash it automatically belongs to an unwitting Shimon.
There was an incident where Reuven decided to give Levi an unusual gift —
Canaanite servants. Reuven asked Shimon to accept the servants for Levi.
Reuven’s intentions were brought to Levi’s attention, but after hearing about the
servants, Levi gave no response. When Shimon brought the servants to Levi’s
home, Levi said: “Do not bring them, I do not want them.” [... CONTINUED ON PAGE 4]
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[... CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 ... ] To

whom do those servants now belong? The answer remains
unclear. Why? Because it is unknown whether when Levi chose to reject the gift. If Levi’s
initial silence is interpreted as rejection, then he never took possession of the servants.
If, however, his initial silence was an implied willingness to accept the gift, and only
later did he decide to reject it and verbalize his rejection, the gift was already his and he
remains the owner.
Look closely at the
illustration and answer
the following questions:
1. What building appears in
the illustration?
2. What historic individual
is depicted in front of the
building?
3. What items is the figure
holding in his hand and how
do they relate to him?
4. Which country’s flag
hangs from the building and
how does it connect to the
illustration?
5. What verse was chosen
to grace the entrance of the
building?
6. When did students begin
to study in this building?
1) It is the building of Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin; 2) Rabbi Meir Shapira of Lublin zt “l; 3) The Rabbi holds a
volume of Talmud titled “Daf Yomi” for daily study movement which he founded, and sheet music for the
song “Utzu eytza v’tufar” (plot your plots, they will be thwarted) which he composed; 4) It is the flag of
the State of Poland, where Yeshivat Chachmei Lublin was located; 5) “Go out children and heed me, fear
of God I will teach you;” 6) The 28th of Sivan 5690, June 25, 1930.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication
1. What is the meaning of the term “rishon le’tum’ah”?
2. What is a “be’haymah mesukenet” and what was the ruling regarding it?
3. Is it permissible to perform shechita on an animal for a non-Jew who practices idolatry?
Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!
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Dvar Torah for
the Shabbat Table

הוצֵ אתִ֣י ֶא ְת ֗ ֶכם
ֹ ְו

ִ֙מ ּ ַת֙חַ ת

ִס ְב ֣לֹת ִמ ְצ ַ ֔ריִם
Patience typically is regarded as
an admirable character trait. But in
our parasha, we discover there are
instances when it is wrong to be
patient. In Parashat VaEra, God turns
to the B'nai Yisrael and says: “And
I brought you out from under sivlot
mitzrayim (Egyptian suffering).”
The Gur Rebbe, author of
Chidushei HaRim, explains the
phrase “sivlot mitzrayim” in this way:
at the beginning of their bondage in
Egypt, B’nai Yisrael protested and did
not accept the hard labor Pharaoh
imposed upon them. However, over
the years, they developed “savlanut”
(patience) or “sovlanut” (tolerance)
for their situation as slaves, until they
reached a point where they no longer
believed they would ever be released.
The first stage in the redemption of
Israel was to remove B’nai Yisrael
from “sivlot mitzrayim” — i.e., to
eliminate their acceptance of the
terrible enslavement they were
experiencing, to wake them up so
they might scream in protest over
the hard labor to which they were
subjected, and to believe in their
ability to bring about change that
would lead themselves to freedom.
Only after they awakened from this
state of complacent acceptance
would redemption arrive.
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מסכת מגילה

MASECHET MEGILLAH

 המגילה נקראת:פרק א
CHAPTER 1: THE MEGILLAH IS READ

מַ ֶּסכֶ ת ְמגִ ָ ּלה

DAF 2: TRACTATE MEGILLAH
Chazal decreed that Megillat Esther be read on Purim. When does Purim take place? Those cities which were
surrounded by walls in the days of Yehoshua Bin Nun, observe Purim and read the Megillah on 15 Adar. This is
known as Shushan Purim. All other cities observe Purim and read the Megillah on 14 Adar.
The Mishnah teaches that residents of small village are permitted to read the Megillah several days before Purim. Why
the leniency? Because such people likely did not know how to read Megillah on their own. They would need to travel to
the city and ask a knowledgeable Jew to read on their behalf. Since the villagers were accustomed to going to the city on
Mondays and Thursdays for market days, the chachamim permitted the early Megillah reading to take place on the market
day preceding Purim. This spared villagers the trouble of making an additional trip to the city.

דול
ֹ  הַ ְּכ ָפר הַ ָּקטָ ן ְליַד הָ הָ ר הַ ָּג:ַ ּד ְרכֵ י הַ ִ ּל ּמוּד
DAF 3: METHODS OF LEARNING: THE SMALL VILLAGE BY THE LARGE MOUNTAIN
“K’rachin” are walled cities that observe Purim on 15 Adar. A braita (Tannaitic teaching not included in the Mishnah) states that
a person who lives in a house or neighborhood near a K’rach (singular of K’rachin), as well as people who live in a place from
which you can see a K’rach, are all required to read Megillat Esther on 15 Adar — even if they live in an area that had not been
surrounded by a wall during the days of Yehoshua Bin Nun.
The Amoraim wondered: Why did the braita need to write both that anyone who lives near a K’rach AND anyone who lives
in a place where they can see a K’rach is required to read Megillat Esther on 15 Adar? Someone who lives near a K’rach
would certainly also see the K’rach. Answer: Both cases are needed. If the braita had only mentioned those people who can
see a K’rach, we would think that residents of a little village in a valley, from which it is impossible to see the K’rach, should
not read Megillat Esther together with the people who live in the K’rach. Therefore, the braita added that anyone nearby a
K’rach, even if they cannot see it should read Megillat Esther on 15 Adar.

TALMUD
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ִׁ נ
יאת ְמגִ ָ ּלה
ַ בות ִ ּב ְק ִר
ֹ ָשים חַ ָ ּי
DAF 4: WOMEN ARE OBLIGATED TO HEAR MEGILLAT ESTHER
Women are exempt from Mitzvot Aseh She’ha’zman Gerama (positive time-bound
commandments). For example, the twice daily recitation of Shema is time-bound; one
reading in the morning and another in the evening. In contrast, women are obligated to
perform positive commandments that are not time-bound. For example, tzedakah can
and should be given at any time.
Despite being a positive time-bound commandment, women are obligated to hear the Megillah
on Purim. Why? The Gemara answers by noting that women “were also included in the miracle,”
and are therefore, rightfully, obligated to hear the Megillah. Rashbam (Rabbi Shmuel Ben Meir, French
Talmud commentator and grandson of Rashi) explained that the main protagonist or heroine of the Purim story
was a woman — Queen Esther. Rashi and the Ba’alei HaTosafot (medieval Talmudic Commentators) explained
differently: The terrible plan decreed by Achashverosh was to apply to all Jews, “mi’na’ar ad zaken, tahf v’nashim”
(from the young people to the senior citizens, the small children and the women). Since the miraculous salvation
happened to all categories of Jews, the mitzvot of Purim, too, belong to everyone.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
1. What are the three different types of cities that read the Megillah on different days?
2. What are two factors that decide whether or not a place reads Megillah
on the same day as a walled city?
3. In what way were women part of the miracle of Purim? (2 possible answers)
PLEASE E-MAIL ANSWERS TO: purim@talmudisraeli.co.il
A TALMUD ISRAELI Siyyum Certificate will be awarded to devoted learners
who answer the questions each week.
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