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Seder Moed | Masechet Beitzah 12-18 | Shabbat Parashat Ha’azinu

6-12 Tishrei (Sept. 12-18)
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One of the most important halachot of Yom Tov (festival holiday) is called:
“Tzorech ochel nefesh” (for the sake of food preparation). On Yom
Tov it is prohibited to travel in a vehicle, plow a field, harvest, etc.

However, it is permissible to cook. Why?

The Torah saiditis permissible to perform certainmelachot
(forms of labor prohibited on Shabbat) to prepare food
on Yom Tov for Yom Tov. One is also allowed to carry food
in the reshut harabim (public domain) so that food may be
eaten on Yom Tov. This leniency is called “Tzorech ochel
nefesh,” i.e., melachot necessary to enable a person to eat.

K Daf 13: KOHANIM AND LEVPIM
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Terumot u’maasrot (priestly emoluments) were set aside
from produce and given to the kohanim and levi’im. Terumot
u’maasrot were “gifts,” or gratuities given to the kohanim and
levi’im who needed to serve in the Beit HaMikdash and teach
Am Yisrael the ways of Torah.

In Hilchot Shmittah v’Yovel (Laws of the Sabbatical year and Jubilee),
Rambam taught that God cares for all a person’s worldly needs if they
seek to worship God truly and faithfully — just as God took care of the
kohanim and levi’im.

In Hilchot Shmittah (13:13), Rambam wrote: “Any person ... whose
spirit motivates them ... to stand before God and serve Him
(to fulfill God’s mitzvot), to know God (experience God and
to believe in Him), to proceed justly, and removes from their
neck the yoke of the numerous reckonings (and does not
solely calculate how to make ends meet), such a person
will be sanctified as a holy of holies. God will provide
this person’s portion and heritage forever and ever,
and will furnish whatever is sufficient for that individual
in this world, as God provided for the kohanim and levi’im.”
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K Daf 14: SENDING OF GIFTS ON FESTIVALS Jiv 013 nismn ey v 91
The Mishnah states it is permissible to send a chicken as a gift on Yom ,NY217R N1A0 NYWY 18R ,ANaW NIniN nwnn
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shechitah on Yom Tov. This is the view of Beit Hillel. ' .99 n1; 0712110 72 .UNW?Y

The Mishnah also says that if a person sends numerous
gifts to a friend, the gifts should not be sent in a convoy
of people comprised of three messengers one after
another. Why not? Because someone who sees

the convoy might think they were headed to the

marketplace to sell the merchandise they were

holding, and engaging in such commerce is
forbidden on Yom Tov.
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K3 Daf 15: HOW TO REJOICE ON YOM TOV 2 o noa men v 97 8
On Yom Tov a person must rejoice. The chachamim derived from Torah 21090 1TRY D'NIN .0nWY 02"y 2 Dita
verses that a person can rejoice through sitting and studying Torah, and AWANT, N0 TIAY T 7Y NnWY TWarRy ,n1inn
that it is also possible to delight in eating meat and drinking wine. 7 0'NiW1 1WA 0772iRY 1T Y DNy D3
Rabbi Yehoshua said that each person should choose for themselves the WaR .inyyy N1t TR 3 ,70iR ywiar 121

manner in which to rejoice. In other words, it is possible to fulfill the mitzvah
of simchat yom tov (joy of Yom Tov) through consumption of a large festive
meal in honor of the Yom Tov, and it is also possible to fulfill this mitzvah by
going to the Beit Midrash to study Torah and revel in its wisdom.
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By contrast, Rabbi Eliezer said that every person needs to rejoice through
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Torah study as well as through eating a festive meal in honor of the Yorn Tov.

How was this accomplished? By invoking the principle of “Half for God” and - 11yn1,’n% - 1'yN” - PONT DWIY W .A00
“Half for you.” The first half of the holiday was made joyous by engagement 0'TRi71 0777300 ina YW 1iURI) '¥Na ."037
in prayer and Torah study, and the second half of the holiday was filled with D'NiY1 D'72IN AND 7Y NND ¥NAl L, 0iR

eating and drinking in honor of the Yom Tov. 2w it Tia]Y
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K} Daf 16: LIVELIHOOD IS DETERMINED
ON ROSH HASHANAH
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On Rosh HaShanah God inscribes the g ’zar din (decree) of each person
for the year to come. One of the matters determined in the Heavens
during those days is the amount of money a person will earn in the
coming year. The chachamim asserted that it was irresponsible to
spend a large sum of money at the beginning of the year because of
the possibility that the heavenly verdict might not decree much money
forthat year. As such, if a person spends all of his money at the start of
the year he risks having insufficient funds for the remainder of the year.

However, the chachamim said that a person who spends money
in honor of Shabbat or Yom Tov has no need to worry. According
to tradition, when a person purchases tasty foods for Shabbat and
Yom Tov, a heavenly decree oversees the addition of funds to that
person’s financial accounts. Likewise, Chazal state that in the case
of a person who pays money for his children to be taught Torah,
those funds will be returned by heavenly decree. Rabbi Yochanan
says that even a person who does not have much money may
borrow cash from a friend to purchase food for Shabbat, and God
will help that person repay the funds.

C3 Daf 17: “WHO SANCTIFIES SHABBAT,

THE JEWISH PEOPLE, & THE SEASONS”

MW ByIa

TON .DTND YW 11T 112 NN n"1pn Ania nJwn WN1a
3 ,N10 ,19%70 072 DNWA D7y D'WINRY 01T

DIOW1 1T UPIN 72,997 N2 TATIY NI TR v

n9NN2 1721 DR LMD N21D N N9 D nJway
203w 9iD7 WW N0 9930 Y2 IR NIWD

4

,2210 D" DAY Ti127 902 NWiAY "N , 07NN 1IN 72N
nay Ti11% 021V 0"72R8N NJiP DTN DN LANTY? 7718 11N
D%WnY "N D3 .0M@D 1R 903 17 19017 ,21v Di' TiadN
"2 NN 1TAZIY T2 903
qQan nN i 1IN iR
Da 1aNi 127 .07WD 1N
I'RY " 1998 "2 QiR
nin%% 9ia7 ,q902 nan 17
niap? *712 1Y 1201 993
133 "apdl ,nawy N
9020 X 1'TNAY 17 ATY?

nawa wipn” 7 970

On what occasions is the berachah “Mekadesh haShabbat,
v’Yisrael, v’hazmanim” recited during both the Amidah
prayer and Kiddush? When a Yom Tov (festival) coincides
with Shabbat it is necessary to bless both Shabbat and the
Yom Tov. Therefore, both are blessed together: “Mekadesh
haShabbat”— God sanctified the Sabbath and Yisrael (the
Jewish People). “V’hazmanim” — and God sanctified the
festivals and holidays as well.

Why do we not recite “Mekadesh Yisrael, haShabbat,
v’hazmanim”? The Gemarah explains that Shabbat is
permanently sanctified. God decreed that every seventh day
is automatically Shabbat. However, who determines when
the chagim take place? It is Am Yisrael who sanctify Rosh
Chodesh (the start of the month on the Jewish calendar) by
means of a decision of the beit din (court)? The calendar we
have today was arranged by the beit din many, many years
ago, and this remains how the date of Pesach is determined,
as well as the dates for Shavuot and all the other chagim.
For that reason, before the chagim are mentioned, we note
that it is Am Yisrael who determine when the holidays occur.
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K Daf 18: WHY ARE RITUALLY IMPURE UTENSILS

NOT IMMERSED ON SHABBAT?
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Why is it necessary to perform tevilah (ritual immersion) on ritually
unclean utensils? Today, everyone is considered tameh (ritually impure),
since it is no longer possible to prepare the ashes of the parah adumah (red
heifer), the mechanism by which one purifies those who have contracted
corpse-impurity. In antiquity, the kohanim would eat terumot (priestly gifts)
because they were tehorim (ritually pure). Likewise, kohanim would eat the
meat of the korbanot (sacrifices), and the owner of the sacrificial animal
would eat from its meat as well. Obviously, it was necessary to exercise
extreme caution to ensure that both the terumah and korbanot were not
exposed to tum’ah, given that in the event they were to touch a ritually
impure utensil they would in turn become t’mai’im. For this reason, ritually
impure vessels must be immersed in a mikveh to purify them.

On this daf, the Talmud teaches us that the chachamim prohibited the
immersion of impure vessels on Shabbat or Yom Tov. The chachamim
feared that because people were busy the entire week, they might set
aside their ritually impure utensils until they found time to immerse them
on Shabbat or Yo Tov. What would happen in the interim? People would
collect ritually impure utensils at home that they might accidentally use,
thereby imparting ftum’ah onto terumah or other foodstuffs whose purity
had to be maintained. Therefore, the chachamim decreed that there would
be no ritual immersion of utensils on Shabbat or Yom Tov. As a result,
people became accustomed to immersing utensils immediately after
those vessels became ritually impure.

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT HA'AZINU

In the Ha’azinu poem, Moshe likens the Torah to water: “May my
lesson come down in drops like the rain, my words flow like dew.”
What message does Moshe seek to convey to B’nei Yisrael through
the images in this poem? Parashat HaAzinu chronicles the last
moments before Moshe's departure from the physical world. With
his final words, Moshe stresses the fact that without Torah — its
continued existence, study, and preservation — the world would
cease to exist. Water provides the basis for the existence for every
creature on earth. There is no creature in the world able to exist
without water. In the same way, Moshe says that the Torah is like
water, enabling the world to live. For without the Torah, the world
would be considered like a creature doomed for lack of water.
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