
 

275 S. Ithan Ave., Rosemont, PA 19010 | 610.801.1869 | agnesirwin.org 
 

About This Document  
In this document, please find details about Agnes Irwin’s health protocols, discipline policies, and 
requirements for students and families for the 2020-21 school year. 
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The Agnes Irwin School   |  Response to COVID Individual Circumstances

What to Expect...

Minimal 
symptoms, 
and/or low-
grade temp

Known 
exposure or 
close contact 
or other 
identified  
risk factor

Fever and/
or symptoms 
that may be 
related to 
COVID

and

seen by a 
healthcare 
provider to 
determine 
degree of 
suspicion for 
COVID illness

Assessment and Observation
Out of abundance of caution, this short period of time is a conservative approach that allows for true illness 
to declare itself or for individual wellness to be confirmed. Timeframe will vary but will typically involve 
absence from school activities for a minimum of 24 hrs.

Symptoms suggestive of  
non-COVID illness

Alternative Diagnosis
For individual whose symptoms have been evaluated by a  
healthcare provider and confirmed as non-COVID illness based on 
strong clinical or diagnostic evidence.

Surveillance and Separation
For symptomatic individual whose illness remains difficult to  
safely and satisfactorily discern. Individual may be tested for COVID 
and will be clinically monitored over time while remaining absent  
from school. Enhanced sick policy return criteria will apply.  
Timeframe varies.

Isolation
For symptomatic individual with COVID-like symptoms, diagnosed with 
COVID, or a positive COVID test. Absent from school for timeframe 
that varies depending on testing results and length of symptoms.

Low degree of suspicion  
for COVID illness

Moderate to high degree of 
suspicion for COVID ilness

Close contacts and household of quarantined 
persons do not quarantine. Close contacts and 
household of isolated persons do quarantine.

Quarantine
For the asymptomatic individual who has been exposed to someone 
who has tested positive for COVID, has been in close contact with 
a suspected or positive case, or is at risk due to health or travel 
considerations. Quarantine is 14 days.

Clearance
24 hrs without fever, off fever-reducing meds, 
symptoms resolved

Clearance
24 hrs without fever and symptoms improving 
in manner consistent with diagnosis

Clearance
If test positive: 10 days since symptom 
onset and 24 hrs without fever or symptoms

If test negative: 24 hrs without fever and 
symptoms improving

If no test: 72 hrs without fever and symptoms 
improving

Clearance
If test positive: 10 days since symptom 
onset and 24 hrs without fever or symptoms

If test negative: 24 hrs without fever and 
symptoms improving

If no test: 10 days since symptom onset and 
24 hrs without fever or symptoms

IN RESPONSE TO SCREENING TRIGGER, SYMPTOMS, ILLNESS, COVID CASES OR EXPOSURE:  
School health staff and the COVID Response Team will use up-to-date data, decision trees, and protocols based on CDC guidelines, medical expert recommendations, and 
epidemiology. The range of possible responses, as outlined here for students and employees, depends upon the situation. Strict compliance with isolation, quarantine, and 
clearance criteria, along with increased communication between the School and evaluating healthcare providers is expected.

If individual develops 
symptoms or tests positive, 
moved to isolation for at 
least 10 days

Clearance
14 days from last exposure, no symptoms, 
and negative test

Test positive individuals 
with no symptoms
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Overview 
The attached flow chart details what to expect in the event that an Agnes Irwin student fails a morning 
health screening, has symptoms of an illness, has been exposed to a positive COVID-19 case, or tests 
positive for COVID-19. These protocols, which have been created with guidance from the CDC and the 
Chester County Health Department, will be used by our nursing staff to determine the timing of and 
requirements for your daughter’s return to campus. Employees must abide by the same reentry 
guidelines.  

These guidelines may change as medical guidance evolves; all decisions regarding reentry are at the 
discretion of our nursing staff and COVID-19 Response Team. 

Understanding This Chart 
The yellow, blue, and purple categories represent various levels of concern and subsequent clearance 
requirements, based upon the presenting symptoms or known risk factors. Our school nursing staff will 
determine which threshold applies and communicate the necessary procedures your daughter must follow 
for reentry. The goal is always to reach the right side of the chart into the “clearance” category.  

YELLOW AREA: ASSESSMENT & OBSERVATION 
This is the lowest point of concern.  A person may be experiencing minimal symptoms, and or a low-grade 
temperature. When this student is flagged by our screening app, the parent/guardian will receive a call 
from school nursing staff to identify and assess what symptoms your daughter is experiencing. If the nurse 
determines that your daughter should stay home from school, she must enter an observation period of a 
minimum of 24 hours, and cannot return to school until she has been without fever for 24 hours, without 
anti-fever medication, or until her other symptoms have resolved (if fever was not the reason for the 
exclusion).   

BLUE AREA: ALTERNATIVE DIAGNOSIS, SURVEILLANCE, AND SEPARATION OR ISOLATION 
In the blue area of the chart, you will see three separate degrees of concern which grow more serious as 
they move downward. This process is used when your daughter has a high-grade fever (100.4 or greater) 
and/or symptoms that may be related to COVID. School nursing staff will contact you to discuss your 
daughter’s symptoms and determine a degree of suspicion for COVID-19 illness and appropriate next 
steps. Remember: there are still other illnesses out there, so we don’t want to panic every time we feel ill.  

Alternative Diagnosis box: If the nurse determines your daughter’s symptoms are suggestive of a non-
COVID illness (such as strep throat) and you have been given an alternative diagnosis based on clinical or 
diagnostic evidence (such as a positive strep test), the clearance process will be “business as usual”: 24 
hours without fever, and symptoms improving in a manner consistent with your diagnosis or antibiotic 
use.  

Surveillance and Separation box: This protocol is followed when symptoms indicate a low degree of 
suspicion and it is hard to be certain what illness the person may have. Out of an abundance of caution, 
students who are not tested for COVID-19 must abide by the school’s enhanced sick policy, which 
requires that the student stay home for 72 hours with no fever and symptoms improving. If you choose to 
have your daughter tested, the time frame for reentry will depend on test results and length of symptoms 
and be communicated to you by our nursing staff. 
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Isolation box: This indicates that there is a moderate or high level of concern for COVID-19 illness. If your 
daughter is experiencing significant COVID-like symptoms, the school will recommend that your daughter 
be tested for COVID-19 and isolate for the appropriate time period. If your daughter is not tested for 
COVID-19, she must remain in isolation for 10 days from symptom onset and remain out of school until 
she is symptom free for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication. 
 
PURPLE AREA: QUARANTINE 
The purple section of the chart is for a student who has had a known exposure to a confirmed COVID-19 
case, OR is identified as a close contact by the school or Department of Health, OR has another identified 
risk factor (such as traveling to a known high-risk area, as defined by the CDC). Individuals in this category 
must quarantine for 14 days from last exposure. Individuals who have been in close contact with a known 
COVID-19 case are required to be tested for COVID-19.  
 
If your daughter develops symptoms or tests positive (even if she is asymptomatic), the protocols outlined 
under the blue Isolation box will apply. If your daughter does not experience symptoms and the COVID 
test is negative, she must still complete the 14 day quarantine because that is the incubation period of the 
virus. 
 

Sick Policies & Absences 
To ensure the health and safety of our community, our school is operating out of an abundance of caution 
and has a very low threshold for illness this year. Should your daughter arrive at school with flu-like or 
COVID-19 symptoms or begin experiencing these symptoms on campus, she will be escorted to the 
nurse’s office, evaluated, and quarantined in a designated section of our Health Center until she is picked 
up by a parent or guardian. When in doubt, please keep your daughter at home. 
 
Please report all absences to your appropriate division: 

• LSAttendance@agnesirwin.org 
• MSAttendance@agnesirwin.org 
• USAttendance@agnesirwin.org 

 
Where to Send Test Results 
All COVID-19 test results or other paperwork required for reentry should be sent to the appropriate staff 
member: 

• Lower School: Lorraine Lampe: LLampe@agnesirwin.org 
• Middle & Upper School: Kristine Birkmire: KBirkmire@agnesirwin.org  

 

Compliance 
We greatly appreciate your partnership this school year. As we work to keep our community safe, we have 
added several safety parameters around student life. Failure to comply will prohibit your daughter(s) from 
coming on campus.  
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REQUIRED FORMS  
All families are required to complete several important forms prior to the start of the school year that are 
currently past due: a 2020-21 waiver, the Agnes Irwin Agreement, and contact tracing form. You can 
view a checklist and links here.  
 
AUXS SCREENING APP 
All families have been asked to download the Agnes Irwin Safety App and complete a daily COVID-19 
screening with their daughter prior to 7:30 a.m. each school day. Any student who has not completed the 
screening will be screened on-site and only allowed into the building after passing our screening protocols. 
If your daughter does not pass the morning screening, you will receive a phone call by 8 a.m. for 
clarification. If your daughter will be absent from school, you must provide this information to the 
appropriate division. Selecting “no” when asked if she will be on campus is not an automatic report of 
absence.  
 
Absences should be reported to the following emails per division: 

• Lower School: LSAttendance@agnesirwin.org 
• Middle School: MSAttendance@agnesirwin.org 
• Upper School: USAttendance@agnesirwin.org 

 
RISK MITIGATION REQUIREMENTS 
All students have signed our community agreement to follow the highest standard of risk-mitigation on 
campus and at home. This includes, but is not limited to: washing your hands frequently with warm soap 
and water for a minimum of 20 seconds, wearing a face mask, and maintaining a distance of 6 feet or 
more from others. If students are repeatedly found to be in noncompliance with any of these requirements, 
they will be required to enroll in the AIS@Home program. Please read the full policy here. 
 

 

https://agnesirwin.myschoolapp.com/ftpimages/846/download/download_4901582.pdf?_=1600895009655
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mk1oRLs1jAe2kxRwcobHv83J_x4X9cHQDOJWVIHiURI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Mk1oRLs1jAe2kxRwcobHv83J_x4X9cHQDOJWVIHiURI/edit?usp=sharing

