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Following HNZ’s decision to change the direction of high performance hockey and the 5 Associations
decision to take control of Midlands Hockey, the new Board has been looking closely and carefully at the
future direction of the organisation. In conjunction with this and perhaps as a result of uncertainty, staff
have been looking at other opportunities for themselves within hockey in NZ. I am pleased to announce that
Mark Borgers and Reiner Vellinga have been offered roles that will keep them involved in hockey in the
Waikato Region which is exciting for them and us, and Matt Rees-Gibbs has been offered and accepted a
teaching and hockey role at St Pauls. Nicky is going on maternity leave in early March and we wish her all
the best. May we wish all of you the very best in your roles. We know you will all do very well. 
 
In conjunction with all of these changes and perhaps to some extent as a result of, the Board decided earlier
this week to wind down Midlands operations, although the organisation will not be wound up, but for now is
being put into hibernation. The five Associations do see a future role for Midlands, but the exact nature of
the role is yet to be determined. More time is required to fully determine this, however the Board felt a deep
need to look after all staff and when these roles became available we did not want the organisation of
Midlands to stand in their way and/or hinder those opportunities and we encouraged them to pursue the
opportunities and take up new positions that suited them and kept them within the region.
 
Firstly I would like to publicly thank Mark, Nicky, Matt and Reiner for their amazing work both in the last
few years, or longer in the case of Nicky, but more particularly in the last few months. All of them have
clearly demonstrated to me what outstanding people they are – they have worked through huge uncertainty
with purpose and gone about their respective jobs with the organisation’s best interest at heart and often
putting this ahead of their own personal needs. They leave Midlands with them being held by myself and the
current and past Board in the greatest of respect.
 
To the past Board, again my thanks and best wishes to you all. You have been outstanding in your passion
and drive for Midlands and although many would argue the way things worked out was not ideal, your hard
work and dedication have left a legacy in the form of the outstanding people and hockey players who remain
in the region and will contribute in years to come.
 
Lastly and by no means least importantly, to all current and past Midlands players and their families,
supporters, and sponsors we owe all of you a huge debt of gratitude. Without you Midlands would not have
been one of the strongest hockey regions in the Country. Had it not been for each and every one of you
Hockey in NZ would not be in the strong position it is.
 
The final date for the current operations will be 29 February 2020, although it will take a little longer to
fully wind things down. In the meantime, if anyone needs anything to do with Midlands, they are welcome to
contact me on 021 611 351. 
 
In signing off may I wish each and every one of you a very Merry Christmas, enjoyable festive season and
may 2020 bring you all the very best for all of you and your families. Safe travels to you all. 

Dear Midlands Hockey Staff, Players, 
families, supporters, sponsors and other stakeholders

Stephen Stafford-Bush

Midlands Board Chair

http://www.midlandshockey.co.nz/News/ArtMID/1527/ArticleID/2062266/Midlands-Indoor-Explore-Camp-October-2019
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This December the New Zealand U21 Women had a tri-series in Canberra against India and Australia.
Midlands’ very own Eva Zijlstra had the privilege of being there and representing her country for the very
first time. 
 
Asked about her experiences in Canberra Eva said: ‘It will always be special to represent your country doing
something you love. Getting the opportunity to wear the black singlet for the first time was a very rewarding
experience for me. I was very proud of myself as it was something I worked very hard for. I thought playing
both India and Australia was just as exciting. Both teams brought different styles of play that challenged us
throughout the week. My most memorable experience throughout the series was getting to play alongside
some really talented players. My advice to up and coming Midlanders who aspire to do the same would be to
work hard and enjoy every minute.’
 
Katie managed to find a good balance between staying on top of the group as much as needed and allowing
the group flexibility to explore and self lead where possible. I found it very strong that most of the learnings
were linked back to our four values and our four key principles. It seemed to accelerate the learning process. 
The top down communication from Black Sticks to U21 came natural with Katie being the assistant BS
coach and added tremendous value. Katies hands on coaching was clear and precise. It was encouraging and
positive creating a strong and safe learning environment.
 
During the pre tour phase there was extensive communication and collaboration around philosophy, vision,
values and behaviours making it very clear at early stages what the purpose of the trip was going to be. The
timing prior to the tour was early enough to always be a step ahead in the process so no doubt ever occurred.
Katie enabled all staff including me personally to take ownership of designated key areas allowing to bring
out the best of each staff member. Whilst doing so I think Katie managed to oversee, discuss and challenge
the input delivered in a pleasant way to ensure everyone delivered quality work.

See you in January for the next Bulletin....

NZ U21 Tri-series in Canberra
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