
HOMEBUYERS
GUIDE

BUYING A HOME WITH VA BENEFITS



Whether you are active-duty military or a retired veteran, navigating the real estate market
can be a rewarding but complex journey. This eBook is designed to help you understand the
unique opportunities and challenges that come with VA transactions. Our experienced real
estate team is here to ensure your success every step of the way.

I N T R O D U C T I O N
WELCOME TO YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE ON BUYING OR SELLING A
HOME WITH VA BENEFITS!

C H A P T E R  O N E :
W H Y  H O M E O W N E R S H I P  I S  A  S M A R T  M O V E  F O R  V A
B U Y E R S  F I N A N C I A L  S T A B I L I T Y  A N D  W E A L T H  B U I L D I N G

Homeownership is one of the most effective ways to build long-term wealth. By
purchasing a home, you’re not just paying for a place to live—you’re investing in
your future. Over time, your home can appreciate in value, providing you with
equity that you can use for retirement, education, or other goals.

T A X  B E N E F I T S

Homeownership comes with several tax advantages, including deductions on
mortgage interest and property taxes. These deductions can save you
thousands of dollars annually, making it easier to manage your finances.

S T A B I L I T Y  F O R  Y O U  A N D  Y O U R  F A M I L Y

Owning a home provides a sense of stability and belonging, especially for
military families who have faced frequent relocations. A permanent home
offers a place to create lasting memories.



V A  L O A N  B E N E F I T S

One of the most significant advantages for military members is access to VA
loans. These loans offer unique benefits, including:

No Down Payment: VA Loans allow you to buy a home without a hefty down
payment.

Competitive Interest Rates: Lower rates mean lower monthly payments.

No Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI): Unlike conventional loans, VA loans
don’t require PMI, saving you money each month.

Flexible Credit Requirements: VA loans are much more forgiving for buyers
with less-than-perfect credit scores.

C H A P T E R  T W O :
T H E  V A  L O A N  P R O C E S S  E X P L A I N E D

E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

To qualify for a VA loan, you must meet specific service requirements. Generally,
this includes active-duty service, veteran status, or being the spouse of a service
member who died in the line of duty. Obtaining a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is
the first step.

P R E - A P P R O V A L

Getting pre-approved for a VA loan helps you understand
your budget and strengthens your position when making
an offer. A pre-approval letter shows sellers that you are a
serious buyer.

F I N D I N G  T H E  R I G H T  H O M E

Once pre-approved, the fun begins! Our team will work
with you to find a home that meets your needs,
preferences, and budget. We’ll ensure the property meets
VA appraisal guidelines, which focus on safety and market
value.

C L O S I N G  T H E  D E A L

The closing process for VA loans can take slightly longer
than conventional loans due to VA-specific requirements.
However, our team is experienced in streamlining this
process to ensure a smooth transaction.



C H A P T E R  T W O :
T H E  V A  L O A N  P R O C E S S  E X P L A I N E D

E L I G I B I L I T Y  R E Q U I R E M E N T S :

To qualify for a VA loan, you must meet specific service requirements. Generally,
this includes active-duty service, veteran status, or being the spouse of a service
member who died in the line of duty. Obtaining a Certificate of Eligibility (COE) is
the first step.

P R E - A P P R O V A L

Getting pre-approved for a VA loan
helps you understand your budget
and strengthens your position when
making an offer. A pre-approval
letter shows sellers that you are a
serious buyer.

F I N D I N G  T H E  R I G H T  H O M E

Once pre-approved, the fun begins!
Our team will work with you to find a
home that meets your needs,
preferences, and budget. We’ll
ensure the property meets VA
appraisal guidelines, which focus on
safety and market value.

C L O S I N G  T H E  D E A L

The closing process for VA loans
can take slightly longer than
conventional loans due to VA-
specific requirements. However,
our team is experienced in
streamlining this process to ensure
a smooth transaction.



V A  L O A N  B E N E F I T S

ONE OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ADVANTAGES FOR MILITARY MEMBERS IS
ACCESS TO VA LOANS. THESE LOANS OFFER UNIQUE BENEFITS,
INCLUDING:

No Down Payment: VA Loans allow you to buy a home without a hefty down
payment.

Competitive Interest Rates: Lower rates mean lower monthly payments.

No Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI): Unlike conventional loans, VA loans
don’t require PMI, saving you money each month.

Flexible Credit Requirements: VA loans are much more forgiving for buyers
with less-than-perfect credit scores.



C H A P T E R  T H R E E :
S E L L I N G  Y O U R  H O M E  W I T H  V A  B U Y E R S  I N  M I N D

VA buyers are often looking for homes that meet specific criteria, such as:

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  V A  B U Y E R  N E E D S

Move-In Ready Conditions
Proximity to Military Installations
Competitive Pricing that aligns with VA loan limits.

By tailoring your home to these preferences, you can attract more VA buyers.

V A  A P P R A I S A L  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

VA appraisals are more stringent than standard appraisals. They focus on
ensuring the property is safe, sound, and sanitary. Common issues that could
arise include:

Repairs for structural damage
Addressing safety hazards like faulty wiring or plumbing
Ensuring all systems (HVAC, electrical, etc.) are in good working condition.

Our team can guide you through preparing your home to meet these standards,
ensuring a smoother selling process.

N E G O T I A T I N G  W I T H  V A  B U Y E R S

Negotiating with VA buyers can involve specific considerations, such as covering
closing costs. Our team has extensive experience in structuring deals that work
for both parties.



C H A P T E R  F O U R :
H O W  W E  C A N  H E L P

E X P E R T I S E  I N  V A  T R A N S A C T I O N S

REMAX At Home & REMAX Preferred has
been serving the military community in
Oklahoma since 2017. With nearly two
decades of experience, we specialize in
working with military buyers and sellers. We
understand the nuances of VA loans and the
unique challenges that come with these
transactions. From navigating VA appraisals to
negotiating terms, we’ve got you covered.

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  S E R V I C E

Every client’s situation is unique, and we tailor
our services to meet your specific needs.
Whether you’re buying your first home or
selling your family home to relocate, we’re
here to make the process seamless.

E X T E N S I V E  N E T W O R K

Our connections with VA lenders, appraisers,
and contractors ensure you have access to
the best resources. We’ll connect you with
trusted professionals who can address every
aspect of your transaction.

C O M M I T M E N T  T O  Y O U R  G O A L S
We’re not just here to close deals—we’re here
to help you achieve your homeownership or
selling goals. Your success is our mission.



C H A P T E R  F I V E :
C O M M O N  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  V A  T R A N S A C T I O N S

H O W  L O N G  D O E S  T H E  V A  L O A N  P R O C E S S  T A K E ?
The timeline can vary, but VA transactions typically take 30-45 days.
Working with an experienced team can help expedite the process.

W H A T  A R E  V A  L O A N  L I M I T S ?
VA loan limits vary by county. In California, qualified buyers can purchase
homes above the conforming loan limit without a down payment in many
cases.

C A N  V A  B U Y E R S  P U R C H A S E  F I X E R - U P P E R S ?
Yes, but the home must meet VA appraisal standards. Some VA
renovation loans can help cover repair costs.

D O  V A  L O A N S  C O V E R  C L O S I N G  C O S T S ?

C O N C L U S I O N
N A V I G A T I N G  T H E  R E A L  E S T A T E  M A R K E T  A S  A N  A C T I V E -
D U T Y  O R  R E T I R E D  M I L I T A R Y  M E M B E R  C O M E S  W I T H
U N I Q U E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  A N D  C H A L L E N G E S .  

With the benefits of VA loans and the guidance of our experienced team at you
can confidently buy or sell your home. We’re here to make your journey as
smooth and successful as possible. Contact us today to take the first step toward
achieving your real estate goals!

VA loans don’t cover closing costs, but sellers can agree to pay a portion
or all of these costs during negotiations.



3 1 2 1  Q U A I L  S P R I N G S  P K W Y ,  S T E  1 0 0 ,
O K L A H O M A  C I T Y ,  O K  7 3 1 3 4

C O N T A C T  U S
L E T  U S  H E L P  Y O U  S T A R T  Y O U R  H O M E  B U Y I N G  J O U R N E Y !


