£X Prayer for the Return of £X
Slain Hostages

Barukh atah Adonai, sovereign of time and space,
the Judge of truth.

Avinu Malkeinu, hear our voice,
be kind and have compassion for us,
willingly and lovingly accept our prayer.
Avinu Malkeinu, do this for the sake
of those who were martyred for Your holy name
and for the sake of those who were slaughtered
for their exclusive devotion to You.
Avinu Malkeinu, do not turn us away empty-handed,
and have compassion for us, our infants and our children.

May it be Your will, Adonai our God and God of our ancestors,
watch over, safeguard, strengthen and embrace and comfort
the families of the slain hostages who were kidnapped
and murdered by ruthless enemies and

returned for eternal rest in Your holy land after 503 days.

The One who heals the broken-hearted and binds their wounds,
encircle their loved ones with Your kindness,
alleviate their suffering, dress their wounds
and grant them and us comfort and healing
for our agonizing bodies and crying souls.

There is no greater mitzvah than
the redemption of captives.
Master of mercy, ensure that the rest
of our brothers and sisters return swiftly from captivity,
those in joy — to life and rehabilitation,
and those in sadness — to eternal rest.

And may it be fulfilled that
‘the sons [and daughters] come back to their place.’
And let us say: Amen.
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