Local Authority Road Safety Officer’s Seminar
Aishling Hotel, Dublin
18th February, 2025

I attended the Local Authority Road Safety Officers Seminar on 18th February, 2025.  Speakers included:
 Sgt. Sinéad Downey, Garda National Roads Policing Bureau; 
Ms. Sarah O’Connor, Road Safety Authority Director of Partnerships & External Affairs; 
Mr. Declan Keogh, Road Safety Officer, Kerry County Council;
Mr. Paul Fox, Local Government Management Agency;
Ms. Sarah Heffernan, Statistician, Road Safety authority;
John Paul Guiheen, Communications Dept, Road Safety Authority;
Ms. Niamh O’Reilly, Road Safety Authority;
Ms. Audrey Norris, Road Safety Officer, Co. Meath;
Ms. Geraldine Honan, Navan Rotary Club;
Mr. Ron Richardson, Road Safety Authority “Check it Fits” Campaign;
Ms. Christine Hegarty and Ms. Eilish McDonagh, Road Safety Authority.

Garda Roads Policing Bureau
Sgt. Sinéad Downey, spoke about current Technology, Logistics and Initiatives of An Gárda Síochána.
Amongst the discussion on technology she advised that a new speed camera was to be installed on the N80 in Carlow in Quarter 1 of 2025.  She outlined the logistics at the disposal of AGS include: 165 marked cars; 42 unmarked cars; 104 motorcycles; 10 high performance cars; 4 unmarked motorcycles; almost 800 speed detection devices  and almost 60 Go Safe Vans.  

The initiatives include the unmarked motorcycles, the unmarked high-performance vehicles, the operation nexus modified Garda Car, the HGV tractor unit, e-scooter dynamometers, tyre depth gauge, scales and callipers for mopeds and vehicle glass tint measurement devices.

One hundred and seventy-five people died on Irish roads in 2024 and cyclist deaths were the highest for five years, Sgt. Downey advised.



Partnerships & External Affairs
Sarah O’Connor gave details for Radio, nighttime, and weekend advertising together with information of campaigns on seatbelts, rural speed signs and mobile phones.  Sarah reported about the pilot for the revised Transition Year programme.  Evaluation of that programme is currently underway, and the programme is due to be rolled out in September, 2025.  

Sarah revealed plans to invest in adverts on drink, drugs and speed as well as attendance at events such as Electric Picnic, Gamer Fest and others.  The RSA continues to buy slots on television, video on demand and podcast platforms as well as Twich and Tik Toc.  She stated the people need to see an advert 9 times to change behaviour.

Local Authority RSOs
Declan Keogh of Kerry County Council recommended changing the name of Road Safety Working Together Groups to Road Safety Partnerships.  He emphasised the importance of regional meetings of Road Safety Offices to share information.  Declan reminded attendees of the importance of being involved in RS promotion is primary and post-primary schools and invited all to attend the Road Safety Conference in Killarney 28th to 29th May, 2025.

Management Agency
Paul Fox reported that all counties had Road Safety Working Together Groups in place and phase 1 actions had been undertaken.  Phase 2 actions are now being developed, and all are directed towards achieving Vizion Zero by 2050.

Research Update
Sarah Heffernan, RSA Statistician, reported that there were 175 deaths on Irish roads in 2024.  She indicated that 42% of driver casualties in the last 5 years were in the 16- to 25-year-olds.  Non seat belt wearing is an important factor for promotion.  The breakdown for fatality locations in 2024 was 30% urban and 70% rural.  Carlow had 5 deaths in 2024.
The trend for Serious Injury is 8 to 1 – 8 serious injuries for every 1 fatality and they break down at 50% urban and 50% rural.  Serious injuries for cyclists is 80% urban and for pedestrians is 89% urban.  Cyclists account for 14% of total serious injuries.  Weekends are highest risk periods for serious injuries.  
One in ten drivers admitted to driving with alcohol consumed and one in four drivers would tolerate driving short distances with drink taken – in an RSA Driver Attitude and Behaviour survey.  Eighty-one per cent would find it unacceptable for acquaintances to drink and drive.
Fifty per cent of drivers were observed exceeding the speed limit in 60km/h zones and lower.  Thirty three per cent drove over the speed limit in 80 km/h zones.  Thirty per cent were found speeding in 100 km/h zones and 17% speed on motorways.  Seventy eight per cent of HGV drivers exceed speed limits in 100 km/h zones.  
Fifty-five per cent of drivers were observed talking on hands free mobile phones and 13% used hand held mobile phones.  Twenty-five per cent of men report falling asleep while driving.

Planned Campaigns
John Paul Guiheen, RSA Communications Department, outlined the Research led campaigns planned for radio, social media, digital platforms, outdoor sites, washroom advertising and sports venues.  
Niamh O’Reilly, RSA, reported on strategy, the development of phase 2 actions and the Earnst Young & Department of Transport evaluation of phase 1 actions to the end of 2024. 

Just 1 Life
Audrey Norris, Road Safety Officer, Co. Meath and Geraldine Honan, Navan Rotary Club discussed the Rotary sponsored “Just 1 Life” programme developed in Sydney in 2000 and delivered in Ireland in Wexford, Kildare and Meath as a shock and awe programme for Transition Year students.  

Check it Fits
Ron Richardson described the Check it Fits free public service to advise on Child Car Seats.  Virtual and in-person checks found one in ten child seats are incompatible with the cars where they are used.  Fifty per cent of seats are incorrectly fitted, he told attendees.

Final Reports
Christine Hegarty, RSA, relayed progress and plans of the RSA in relation to Education Priorities and Eilish McDonagh delivered a presentation on the new 10 unit Transition Year Teacher-Led Programme for pre-driving students piloted recently.  This is scheduled to be rolled out to all schools in September 2025.
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