Carlow County Council announces nearly €400,000 to help deliver community climate projects
 
Almost €400,000 is available to community groups across county Carlow over the coming months to help fund a range of climate action projects.
 
The second round of the Community Climate Action Programme fund will open for applications on Tuesday 21st October and close on Tuesday 16th December. 
 
The first round of funding supported groups improve the energy efficiency of buildings or lighting and thus reduce energy bills and cut emissions. It also invested in environmental projects to reduce single use plastic, support composting, tree planting and enhance biodiversity. 

Within the first round of funding projects were realised by; St. Patrick’s GAA club in Tullow, Tinryland Community Park, Tullow Men’s Shed, Myshall Community Hall, St. Patrick’s Soccer Club and a syndicate project in Bagenalstown between the GAA and Soccer clubs in conjunction with the Community Garden. Funding was reallocated to expand the list of approved projects to also include; Ballon Hall, Carlow Tennis Club, Kildavin GAA, Rathvilly GAA and the Delta centre. 
 
Chief Executive, Coilín O’Reilly said, “Carlow County Council is delighted to support community organisations across the county become leaders on climate action. By applying for this funding, groups demonstrate their interest in future proofing their facilities and provide leadership to their community about the benefits of taking climate action. This funding is an important element of the Local Authority Climate Action Plan to address carbon reduction, and all communities can get involved to play their part.”

Cathaoirleach of Carlow County Council, Cllr. Ken Murnane said; “I would encourage community groups to apply for this funding. Successful groups will be able to implement improvements to benefit their facilities while also doing good for the environment, so it is a win win. The groups who applied and were successful in Round 1 were well supported through the process and have benefitted from the investment.” 

The funding is managed locally by Carlow County Council and supported by the Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment. 
 
All projects must be aimed at reducing carbon emissions and building climate resilience.
 
Small projects can be funded up to €20,000, medium projects can be funded from €20,000 to €50,000, with large projects funded from €50,000 to €100,000.
 
Funded projects run over an 18-month period and are supported by a dedicated Community Climate Action Officer. 
 
Applications for the second round of funding can be made from October 21st, 2025 via the online portal; https://carlowcococlimate.submit.com/ 
 
Interested groups should contact the Community Climate Action Officer in Carlow County Council on byrnea@carlowcoco.ie  for guidance.

ENDS
 
Notes to editor: 
 
The Community Climate Action Fund Strand 1: Building Low Carbon Communities is funded by the Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment. 
€378,000 has been allocated to county Carlow for projects run by community, voluntary and non-profit groups located in the local authority operational area.  
The projects must address one or more of the following five themes: 
· Community energy 
· Travel 
· Food and waste 
· Shopping and recycling 
· Local climate and environmental action 
 
 
	



