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November 15, 2024 
 

Tourism Attractions Grant and Tourism Private Sector Grant 
Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
announced $2.3 million in tourism funding through two grant programs, the Tourism Attractions Grant 
Program ($1.7 million) and the Tourism Private Sector Grant Program ($600,000). Eligible entities can apply 
for grants to develop and improve new and existing tourism attractions through the Tourism Attractions 
Grant Program as well as grants to support and attract events and festivals through the Tourism Private 
Sector Grant Program in an effort to boost tourism across the state and welcome more visitors. Grantees 
will be selected through a competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) process. 
 
The $1.7 million Tourism Attractions Grant Program will provide funding for the development or 
improvement of tourism attractions in Illinois, such as museums, recreation areas, amusement parks, and 
more. The goal of the program is to provide assistance for projects that increase the economic impact of 
tourism throughout Illinois by increasing visitation rates, boosting hotel occupancy, increasing local hotel 
and sales tax revenue, and more. 
 
Additionally, DCEO is allocating $600,000 through the Tourism Private Sector Grant Program which 
provides funding to entities to attract, host and develop new or enhanced events and festivals across 
Illinois. The grant opportunity is open to non-profits, government entities, for-profit institutions, and local 
promotional groups and as defined in state statute, matching funds must be provided by private sector 
entities, which is the origin of the program's name. Grant funds can be used for a variety of purposes that 
support new, expanded, or enhanced events and festivals including advertising and marketing, 
transportation, building or equipment rental, receptions and banquets, registration, entertainment, and 
more. 
 
Eligible applicants for both tourism grants include counties, municipalities, not-for-profit organizations, 
local promotion groups, and for-profit entities, and Tourism Attraction grants are also open to units of 
local government. 
 
For the Tourism Attraction program, qualified entities can apply for grants between $15,000 to $200,000, 
with a 1:1 match required. Applications will be accepted until December 20, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. To view 
the NOFO and apply for the grant, please visit the DCEO website. To help applicants prepare to apply for 
funding, DCEO will be holding a webinar focused on the Tourism Attraction Grant Program at 9 a.m. on 
Tuesday, November 26. 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/2168-2933.html
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=ma512ab40cbddbffb30e101785e3ca4c7


 

 
Eligible entities can apply for Tourism Private Sector grants between $10,000 to $50,000, with a 1:1 match 
requirement. Applications will be accepted until December 20, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. To view the NOFO and 
apply for the grant, please visit the DCEO website. To help applicants prepare to apply for funding, DCEO 
will be holding a webinar focused on the Tourism Private Sector Grant Program at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
November 26. Interested parties are also encouraged to reach out to CEO.GrantHelp@illinois.gov for 
application assistance. 
 
 

 
 
The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is proud to celebrate Native American 
Heritage Month, in partnership with the Native American Chamber of Commerce of Illinois. This year’s celebration 
entails hosting an event uplifting Native American women, amplifying Native American business leaders, 
organizations, and business enterprises throughout the state, and celebrating the Native American community 
here in Illinois. 

 
Voices of Strength: Inspirational Leadership Among Native American Women 
Wednesday | November 20, 2024 | 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm | in-person | RSVP Required 
555 W Monroe St, Chicago, IL 60661 (Illinois Room) 
In celebration of Native American Heritage Month, "Voices of Strength" brings together a panel of distinguished 
Native American women leaders to discuss their powerful journeys of leadership, fortitude, and community 
impact. This event will highlight personal stories, challenges, and triumphs of Native American women who have 
become trailblazers in their respective fields, driving change and inspiring future generations. The panelists will 
share their experiences in harmonizing cultural identity with modern leadership roles and how they continue to 
uplift their communities through advocacy, education, and social change. Attendees will leave with a deeper 
understanding of the rich contributions Native American women make to society and how their voices shape the 
future. The event is free to attend but registration is Required. Please RSVP https://bit.ly/3C2xE3H. 
The event is hosted by the Native American Chamber of Commerce of Illinois, Illinois Department of Central 
Management Services (CMS), and the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity (DCEO). 
 

Team RED Monthly Webinar: EDGE and REV 101 
Thursday, November 21 at 10:00am  

Join Team RED and our DCEO colleagues for November's monthly webinar as we review the basics of our most 
popular business attraction, expansion and retention programs REV and EDGE. Also learn about additional 
program announcements, events, updates and more! 
 
Registration link: https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/r58fde158049f3735460ed081e8432df4 
 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/2167-2932.html
https://illinois.webex.com/illinois/j.php?MTID=m148a3e6d4e9aa575c7ae6af2c9d4fca4
https://bit.ly/3C2xE3H
https://bit.ly/3C2xE3H
https://illinois.webex.com/weblink/register/r58fde158049f3735460ed081e8432df4


 

State-Designated Cultural Districts Designations 
Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
announced open applications for State-Designated Cultural Districts in Illinois. State-Designated Cultural 
Districts are communities, towns, or specific geographic areas that have a distinct shared historical and 
cultural identity that binds the community together. Once selected, the State plans to make $3 million 
available to State-Designated Cultural Districts, and through the designations, aims to uplift the unique 
contributions of historic cultural districts with the goal of increasing economic development opportunities. 
 
The goal of the State-Designated Cultural Districts program is to encourage economic development; 
support the preservation and development of history and culturally significant structures, traditions, and 
languages; foster local cultural development and education; provide a focal point for celebrating 
communities' unique cultural identities; and promote equitable growth and opportunity without 
generating displacement. 
 
State-Designated Cultural Districts are intended to empower communities and geographic areas to 
collaborate on applications based on the shared characteristics and experiences that bind them together, 
such as ethnic identity or shared history. There are no population or geographic limitations on what 
defines a Cultural District, and it could take many forms, for example, a main street business corridor, an 
entire rural town, or a historic geographic cluster in a larger city. 
 
Recipients will be eligible to apply for $3 million in funding that will be tailored to fit the needs of 
individual Cultural Districts and support the goals of the program to foster economic development and 
help communities preserve their unique cultural identities. 
 
The State-Designated Cultural Districts opportunity is open to localities, municipalities and community-
based non-profit organizations through a competitive Notice of Designation Opportunity (NODO). To be 
selected, applicants must demonstrate the ways in which they have a distinct cultural identity and have 
historically faced challenges preserving their unique cultural attributes due to gentrification, displacement 
or the COVID-19 pandemic. Applications will be evaluated based on the needs of the community, capacity 
to serve as a Cultural District, and quality of the application submitted, with a focus on ensuring 
geographic diversity for statewide representation. 
 
To view the competitive Notice of Designation Opportunity (NODO) and apply for the NODO, please visit 
the DCEO website. Applicants are due by December 16, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Illinois Grocery Initiative – New Stores in Food Deserts Round 2 Grant 
Round 2 of New Stores in Food Deserts Program will offer competitive grants to improve access to fresh food 
within food deserts by providing funding to establish grocery stores.  The Illinois Grocery Initiative New Stores in 
Food Deserts program, authorized by Public Act 103-0561, is intended to address the challenge of food deserts. 
Food deserts are census tracts meeting specific criteria related to poverty standards, population density, and 
limited fresh food accessibility. This program aims to combat food insecurity by offering competitive grants to 
support the establishment of new grocery stores in these areas by reimbursing successful applicants for eligible 
capital and non-capital costs.  In Round 2 of this program, $11 million is available to fund these grants. 
  
Awards can range between $150K to $2.4M, with a 1:3 match requirement from businesses. Requirements for 
grocery locations include:  

https://dceo.illinois.gov/oe3/il-state-designated-cultural-districts-2025-nodo.html


 

• Must be or will be best classified as a supermarket or other grocery retailer in the 2022 North American 
Industry Classification System under code 445110, a meat retailer under code 44524, a fruit and vegetable 
retailer under code 44523, or a fish and seafood retailer under 44525. 

• Must be located in a food desert census tract (as defined in the NOFO),  
• Must earn less than 30% of revenue from alcohol and tobacco sales,  
• Must accept SNAP and WIC, and  
• Must contribute to diversity of fresh foods available in community.  

 
Qualified entities include units of local government and independent grocers or cooperatives with fewer than 500 
employees and no more than four grocery locations. New Stores in Food Deserts grants will fund construction and 
renovation costs for new stores, as well as many first-year operations costs, such as employee wages, utility costs, 
initial inventory of food, and more.   
 
 DCEO has contracted with Western Illinois University (WIU) and Chicago State University (CSU) to provide 
technical assistance services for Illinois Grocery Initiative applicants and grantees. Applicants desiring assistance in 
preparing applications may contact these institutions directly.  Their contact information is listed in the NOFO 
  
To view the competitive Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) and apply for the grant, please visit the DCEO 
website here . Application deadline December 2, 2024.   

 
Low Income Energy Home Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) released information about this year's 
Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) to support income eligible households with utility costs. 
LIHEAP will begin accepting applications on October 1, 2024, through August 15, 2025, or until funds are 
exhausted. 
 
All income eligible households are now eligible to apply.  They can apply by visiting helpillinoisfamilies.com or by 
visiting their local agency (a list of partners throughout the state can be found here). Families can also call 1-833-
711-0374 for assistance in 30 languages. 
 
LIHEAP provides one-time payments directly to energy service providers on behalf of recipients. While the 
amount of support varies based on the needs of individual families, last year over 333,000 households received 
LIHEAP, with an average of over $724 per household.  All families who meet the qualifications and provide proper 
documentation will receive support until funding is exhausted. Families who earn up to two times the federal 
poverty level are eligible to receive support through LIHEAP. A chart with eligible income thresholds can be found 
on the webpage.  

 
CEJA Updates 

The Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) is pleased to announce the release of 
three Notices of Funding Opportunities for the following programs:  

• The Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program creates 13 regional Clean Jobs Workforce Hubs (“Workforce 
Hubs”) throughout the State to provide clean energy and related workforce and training opportunities to 
participants. The program will serve people living in equity eligible communities. Robust barrier reduction 
funding is available for participants who experience barriers to employment. Community-based 
organizations that provide employment, skill development or related services, and that have 
demonstrated relationships with residents and organizations serving the community are invited to apply. 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3295-2911.html
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/CommunityServices/HomeWeatherization/CommunityActionAgencies/Pages/HelpIllinoisFamilies.aspx
https://dceo.illinois.gov/communityservices/homeweatherization/communityactionagencies.html
https://www2.illinois.gov/dceo/CommunityServices/HomeWeatherization/CommunityActionAgencies/Pages/HelpIllinoisFamilies.aspx
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/workforce-training-programs.html#clean-jobs


 

At this time, the Department is accepting applications from Carbondale, Danville, and Peoria. 
APPLICATION LINK. Applications are due December 2, 2024. 

• The Energy Transition Navigator Program will provide grants to community-based providers to serve as 
Energy Transition Navigator Teams to recruit eligible individuals to participate in the Clean Jobs Workforce 
Network Program and the Illinois Climate Works Pre-apprenticeship Program. At this time, the 
Department is accepting applications from Champaign. APPLICATION LINK. Applications are due 
December 2, 2024. 

• The Returning Residents Clean Jobs Training Program will provide grants to organizations to train people 
who are incarcerated in the Illinois Department of Corrections facilities. Participants will receive essential 
employability skills training as part of vocational or occupational training. The training will lead to 
certifications or credentials that prepare candidates for employment. The Returning Resident Program 
will use a standard Clean Jobs Curriculum for Returning Residents. At this time, the Department is 
accepting applications from organizations proposing to serve the following correctional facilities: Western 
Illinois Correctional Center and Vienna Correctional center. APPLICATION LINK. Applications are due 
November 26, 2024. 

 
Take advantage of opportunities to receive one-on-one technical assistance and resources to learn more about 
the program. 

• Sign up for a one-on-one technical assistance session with a CEJA program coach.    
• Review the August 28th NOFO Outreach Session for the Clean Jobs Workforce Network Program 
and ET Navigator Program HERE 
• Review the September 25th NOFO Outreach Session for the Returning Residents Clean Jobs 
Training Program HERE 
• Check the FAQ for Applicants, where you can find the answers to questions that have come up in 
the past 
• Submit questions about the program and the application process via e-mail to 
ceo.ceja@illinois.gov.  

 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for our mailing list HERE, so you can receive updates in your email as they 
are announced. 
 
Finally, stay tuned to the DCEO CEJA Updates and Program Status page for additional announcements and 
program information. 
 

Apprenticeship Illinois 2024 Employer Events 
 
LUNCH AND LEARN WEBINARS 
The Apprenticeship Expansion webinar series includes presentations from workforce partners from different state 
agencies and apprenticeship stakeholders to highlight best practices for collaboration on the development of 
registered apprenticeship programs. In combining these guest webinars with a core curriculum that emphasizes 
expediency, equity, creativity, and thoughtful partnership for apprenticeship outreach and registration, the 
Apprenticeship Illinois team aims to cultivate a cohort of apprenticeship professionals. 
 

Date Webinar Topic  

December 10, 2024 Yearly Health Check-Up: Reflections and Advice from Illinois Healthcare Apprenticeships  

 

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3197-2906.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/workforce-training-programs.html#energy-transition
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3174-2907.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/workforce-training-programs.html#returning-resident
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3361-2715.html
https://forms.office.com/r/4qUkTdgCFY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bJuskzHZmA4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ESJcc7Mqyk
https://uofi.box.com/s/vzbo4oytrq5a83uvian4f7j5owbytuxl
mailto:ceo.ceja@illinois.gov
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/354dfa104e0f4190b0e9f2b1404a6b03
https://dceo.illinois.gov/ceja/ceja-program-announcements.html
https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwucOmqrTkqHNI0FZot9TDdng4Xg-9dT9tc


 

 
National Apprenticeship Week (NAW) is a nationwide celebration that brings together business and labor leaders, 
career seekers, educational institutions, and critical partners to demonstrate their support for apprenticeships. 
Apprenticeship Illinois will celebrate Apprenticeship Week 2024 this November 17-23rd by hosting a range of in-
person and virtual events and amplifying local and regional celebrations of apprenticeships. This week allows 
apprenticeship sponsors across the state to showcase programs, facilities, and apprentices in their community. It 
provides employers and future apprentices who are curious about apprenticeships with a way to learn about the 
benefits that come from learning and earning.  The National Apprenticeship Week events will be posted on the 
apprenticeship Illinois website. Please let us know of any events in your area and promote NAW within your 
network. www.ApprenticeshipIllinois.com. If you have any questions or ideas, please feel free to contact Jennifer 
Foil at jfoil@niu.edu.  
 

 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Governor JB Pritzker and the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity (DCEO) 
announced $26.5 million in funding for the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) for 
Public Infrastructure and Housing Rehabilitation. Grantees will be selected through a competitive Notice of 
Funding Opportunity (NOFO) process. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for Public Infrastructure 
Public infrastructure grants are designed to provide communities with funding to improve public 
infrastructure, public health and quality of life. These projects include construction of storm sewer pipes, 
waterline replacements, and water storage tank construction, and other critical projects that help mitigate 
flooding and support sewage management, water delivery and other public water necessities. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for Housing Rehabilitation 
Housing rehabilitation grants are designed to assist low-to-moderate income homeowners with 
improvements to ensure safe and sanitary living conditions. Eligible uses of funds include structural work, 
lead remediation, electrical, plumbing, new appliances, flooring, ADA, and accessibility accommodations, 
and more. 
 
An additional $1.9 million is available for Economic Development projects funded by the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) on an as-needed basis. This grant funding opportunity includes up to $1 
million for economic development projects. This includes construction, reconstruction, and installation or 
rehabilitation of commercial or industrial buildings, structures and other real property. 
 
Eligible applicants can apply for Public Infrastructure grants from $300,000 to $1 million and Housing 
Rehabilitation grants from $300,000 to $650,000. Applications for both grants will be accepted until 
December 4, 2024, at 5 p.m. Applications for economic development funding will be accepted on a 
rolling basis. Applicants can view the Public Infrastructure and Housing and apply for the grants, on the 
DCEO website. 
 

Illinois Works Bid Credit Program 
Contractors or subcontractors that employ apprentices that have completed the Illinois Works Pre-Apprenticeship 
Program on any project (stated or privately funded) are eligible to earn bid credits they can use to make their bids 
for future state-funded public works projects more competitive. The Illinois Works Bid Credit Program provides 
bid credits for both hiring and retaining graduates. 
 

http://secure-web.cisco.com/1NZjgnbGSQNTNk6ox3igzqq1j78TBpLT0ey8MaaqiK30uqQ7RoTsih_CRZzxwsS2UhYQjYmaz69re3TCYrZHmVQ_9pmS7fqoynUBmH-e4DTLhghGdkzj0JJ8SPTf03GfjBWnQUcYpvyjo9-3MOzgR-9NmbBVws-XzVCykQb6nY1U5atOPsvaW5IRgQl0FY2SLhdMpYiokHUC3bp7VVjVgIgS1GLmG0l4xHSE2hG7FVTrMmp_6evHwyr1_g6ldurxEyJp_sCMek5l-ESdHVfUzsfOWAESaNilvsBLUQ1-6bdgCJ30E9fyaVbM18PAnnDVAcy4gADZPDpRBaZr9Et9kqISg8Yx28KYlVpPLJdJ3aaj-L4jJr2NZpEvR-x6OCR3NYotZ-782xr3lCd83xXKV-xizF6ivCCiFL2Z8eIfU63f3nmgLMm5GSIxWgWbG3JTC/http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ApprenticeshipIllinois.com
mailto:jfoil@niu.edu
https://dceo.illinois.gov/communitydevelopment.html


 

For general program questions, please contact the Illinois Works Bid Credit Program 
at CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov. If you’re a state agency seeking information regarding the Bid Credit 
Program, email Rebecca Bailey, Senior Bid Credit Program Manager at Rebecca.j.bailey@illinois.gov. For 
additional information, please download the Bid Credit Program One sheeter. To view application information 
and apply for the Bid Credit Program, please visit the DCEO website. 
 
Interested in joining the Illinois Works Bid Credit Program? 
If you are a contractor or subcontractor and are interested in registering for the Bid Credit Program, complete 
the Contractor Registration Form today! 
Learn more about the Bid Credit Program at an upcoming information webinar.   
 
*Recordings of our past webinars can be found on the Illinois Works Bid Credit Program Partner Guide. 
 

Office of Accountability 
Curious about the grant lifecycle or wanting to learn more about the different facets of grants? Do you have a 
grant-related question that you would like answered in real time? DCEO is pleased to offer three training options 
for current and potential grantees. Interested in participating in a training session? Sign up here 

Virtual Office Hour Q & A - Tuesdays at 2pm: 
Join for a virtual question and answer session via Webex in which potential and current Grantees may attend to 
ask questions and seek assistance. Technical Support Managers will be online to field questions, demonstrate 
steps, or provide instructions as needed to assist entities and individuals with the grant process.  

Pre-Qualification Training – 1st Wednesday of the month 9AM: 
This slide presentation will cover Pre-Qualification requirements. Pre-qualification is required of all grantees with 
the State of Illinois and must be maintained throughout a grant program. To be in pre-qualified status means that 
all required registrations have been met and an entity is in good standing and able to conduct business with the 
State of Illinois. Join DCEO’s Technical Support Team as we explain each step in the pre-qualification process and 
how to get started.  

Various topics Training – 3rd Wednesday of the month 9AM: 
This slide presentation will discuss important grant-related topics pertaining to grant management. Each month 
we will discuss a different component, process, or emerging practice that can benefit potential and existing 
grantees. Future topics offerings include: 

• 11/20/24 Writing A Grant Application: This training will explain how to complete application documents, 
how to read a Notice of Funding Opportunity, and how to submit the application package for review. 

• 12/18/24 Audit Submissions: This training will introduce grantees to the different Audit types, 
requirements, and the importance of record retention. 

 
For a complete list of current DCEO grant opportunities, upcoming grant trainings, 
video resource library and Grant Help Desk assistance, visit DCEO Grants (illinois.gov) 

Grant opportunities include: 
Illinois Energy Transition Navigators Program – Click here Deadline December 2, 2024 
Illinois Clean Energy Jobs Workforce Network – Click here Deadline December 2, 2024 
Illinois Grocery Initiative New Stores in Food Deserts – Click here Deadline December 2, 2024 

mailto:CEO.BidCreditProgram@illinois.gov
mailto:Rebecca.j.bailey@illinois.gov
https://dceo.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/dceo/illinoisworks/documents/bid-credit-program-one-sheeter_updated-10-18-23.pdf
https://dceo.illinois.gov/illinoisworks/bidcredit.html
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/54fe12fbc6d24afa9a330ab3277715ad
https://www.illinoisworknet.com/partners/Pages/BCPWebinarsandMaterials.aspx
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/1a657a78c71c45fcb4b444726ae40580
https://dceo.illinois.gov/dceo-grants.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3174-2907.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3197-2906.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3295-2911.html


 

CDBG Public Infrastructure – Click here Deadline December 4, 2024 
CDBG Housing Rehabilitation – Click here Deadline December 4, 2024 
Tourism Private Sector – Click here Deadline December 20, 2024 
Tourism Attraction – Click here Deadline December 20, 2024 
Quality Jobs Program - Click here Deadline December 31, 2024 
Equitable Energy Future Grant Program – Click here Deadline December 31, 2024 
SBIR/STTR Match Program - Click here Deadline June 30, 2025 
Illinois Returning Residents Clean Jobs (CEJA) - Click here Deadline Rolling 
Federal Grant Support Program - Click here  No specific due date but must submit at least 3 weeks ahead of 
federal application 
CDBG Economic Development Program - Click here Deadline Rolling 

 
Other Federal and State Agency Grants & Programs 

 
IEPA Residential Sharps Collection Program 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) Acting Director James Jennings announced an additional 
$400,000 in funding available to units of local government to conduct collection and disposal of household sharps 
for their residents. Sharps, including needles, syringes, and lancets, collected from private citizens are a household 
waste. Through the grant program, Illinois EPA provides funding for grantees to operate a sharps collection 
station, as defined in Section 3.458 of the Illinois Environmental Protection Act, and disposal of the collected 
sharps as Potentially Infectious Medical Waste (PIMW) rather than comingled with other household items. 
 
Grant funding of up to $35,000 per applicant is available to cover expenses incurred in collecting, storing, and 
disposing of used sharps. Eligible expenses include costs to obtain collection containers for use by individual 
residents, collection receptacles to store sharps at the sharps collection station, mobilization fees assessed by a 
permitted PIMW transporter to pick-up collected sharps, and disposal fees for the collected sharps. All required 
forms and information can be found at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/waste-management/waste-
disposal/medication-disposal/sharps/residential-sharps-collection-program.html. 
 
Applications for the Residential Sharps Collection Program will be accepted until funding is expended or June 
30, 2025. Applicants must be pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA) 
Grantee Portal. 

 
Urban Area & Statewide Non-Profit Security Grant Program   

The Illinois Emergency Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security (IEMA-OHS) was notified by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on October 28, 2024, of two grant opportunities for non-profit 
organizations across Illinois.  Available funding for these two grant opportunities for the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024 
Nonprofit Security Grant Program National Security Supplemental (NSGP-NSS) is $210 million nationally. 

The FY 2024 Urban Area Nonprofit Security Grant Program National Security Supplemental (NSGP-NSS-UASI) 
will provide a total of $105 million nationally to eligible 501(c) (3) organizations who are deemed at high-risk of a 
potential terrorist attack and are located in one of the FY 2024 UASI-eligible urban areas. The designated urban 
area for Illinois is Cook County.  

https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/1632-2887.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/1633-2888.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/2167-2932.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/2168-2933.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/0513-2691.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3054-2878.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/2382-2419.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3361-2715.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/3073-2554.html
https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/1631-2007.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/10HJg8GRU0ZNRjJ5fX0i67F_XF04ahn2AgEuoo9IV22P6oLjgp6yrkY8g5LuRHLuDrS5xxhaSsku0rE_6a-Dm7t14OX0U6blohzz7RWjJQkXDyaqJnbj-4mg70ogGrIeXV95_Qv_km48ciICUBSU8ggdJ8zZqAadUTtFOjSkm1N4uIL-XB88hUU4eQLs2nUXzidEI7O4CYtMA71-6URtezTcTVhU7saRvfZ7MZAeKESCgm8rn-gdusVrXPjw6QjiwmmnoSDrnOeEMF-IKKws2rtJX4Gss4SbzqacyTivclWS-rsw6XsAjWnp_4aew9SgR2vet8aHTRzL0xoQ1a6cBGO5gvK2CrQaF4-zHAIzpew_iegf2bBiy3w3dRjSMOqhTsstpovlrjyf7uMKfG7a4pA/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ilga.gov%2Flegislation%2Filcs%2Filcs5.asp%3FActID%3D1585%26ChapterID%3D36
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xYYX7cHcwkd8DIopLtNCf8i_2UgXv_s2qV3dR5LcRC2dXtsN9ya6uU9kduQ3CBbsMBKwf-6YTOMjBxhDqzTUliuFBs9gr0BxWzip-ZkzNgfqqqzzvAmoHtCdCNQ0EBjTaVNkJCOuWzgPpQDYdYm-5oN9lSNIMg79DAQSARWOnmycqIwyccf9ThJniHA2E99Plg-2hIkMFoLnPDYv5PZ-CkUGmurqZ5Z2vahQ9hKDPnSVhd6WuxJENSybsQoKaIJOMAuvlP-uR5ft9R1uf3rAIznjW-44iOHQzFmyqcOmnhjjJTu3odLt7G1oGQcT6AOVO1a2uYe7i3enJT3nj8Q33J34vNkvbHzFMsCDT1WS4lo_JZPgdbSdW8Fg3iyQuz2NkVO1sTW7_bJ0NZC-MNFDSw/https%3A%2F%2Fepa.illinois.gov%2Ftopics%2Fwaste-management%2Fwaste-disposal%2Fmedication-disposal%2Fsharps%2Fresidential-sharps-collection-program.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1xYYX7cHcwkd8DIopLtNCf8i_2UgXv_s2qV3dR5LcRC2dXtsN9ya6uU9kduQ3CBbsMBKwf-6YTOMjBxhDqzTUliuFBs9gr0BxWzip-ZkzNgfqqqzzvAmoHtCdCNQ0EBjTaVNkJCOuWzgPpQDYdYm-5oN9lSNIMg79DAQSARWOnmycqIwyccf9ThJniHA2E99Plg-2hIkMFoLnPDYv5PZ-CkUGmurqZ5Z2vahQ9hKDPnSVhd6WuxJENSybsQoKaIJOMAuvlP-uR5ft9R1uf3rAIznjW-44iOHQzFmyqcOmnhjjJTu3odLt7G1oGQcT6AOVO1a2uYe7i3enJT3nj8Q33J34vNkvbHzFMsCDT1WS4lo_JZPgdbSdW8Fg3iyQuz2NkVO1sTW7_bJ0NZC-MNFDSw/https%3A%2F%2Fepa.illinois.gov%2Ftopics%2Fwaste-management%2Fwaste-disposal%2Fmedication-disposal%2Fsharps%2Fresidential-sharps-collection-program.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/16iFgXRGMJU1agvA_Pr3p707ZjofYe7bVYEu3Qg6oyOQSjKxUMu2r8dznX5mIiFv5lJJ-sPU9_-0KpfpJ2shhznPHuJ7eHmBwqZBRI8lR8XDPFQIm91B84AGT-wPqgcqK_oRd5TdfCGy2xeEMi5NTdu5TiuDI-wcju7qvGJ27OGWWwHCGwBUGDoPLMb943n99hQFOgeeOHGhW1VH-gk3EUL_Uq195eyDt-DVNNmy2r0wN6SNaeOhdm_AB0cDZ3RyQjc84vAth9gTeeEf6nIDgXL7DnlJURISj7IK7ltaFv0l7H9hZ4lM0-eOLopzVvYkMNb-7Y1X-QUVkUsMSF8o-jRjazr7CrcPNCDkDunNjMfd96LQBCuOdtuzHNcM4XHxLjOwBUwdgFyBYLE3S3kCqMg/https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.illinois.gov%2Fportal%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/16iFgXRGMJU1agvA_Pr3p707ZjofYe7bVYEu3Qg6oyOQSjKxUMu2r8dznX5mIiFv5lJJ-sPU9_-0KpfpJ2shhznPHuJ7eHmBwqZBRI8lR8XDPFQIm91B84AGT-wPqgcqK_oRd5TdfCGy2xeEMi5NTdu5TiuDI-wcju7qvGJ27OGWWwHCGwBUGDoPLMb943n99hQFOgeeOHGhW1VH-gk3EUL_Uq195eyDt-DVNNmy2r0wN6SNaeOhdm_AB0cDZ3RyQjc84vAth9gTeeEf6nIDgXL7DnlJURISj7IK7ltaFv0l7H9hZ4lM0-eOLopzVvYkMNb-7Y1X-QUVkUsMSF8o-jRjazr7CrcPNCDkDunNjMfd96LQBCuOdtuzHNcM4XHxLjOwBUwdgFyBYLE3S3kCqMg/https%3A%2F%2Fgrants.illinois.gov%2Fportal%2F


 

The FY 2024 Statewide Nonprofit Security Grant Program National Security Supplemental (NSGP-NSS-S) will 
provide a total of $105 million nationally to eligible 501(c)(3) organizations who are deemed at high-risk of a 
potential terrorist attack located outside of Cook County. 

IEMA-OHS, as the State Administrative Agency, will issue these competitive grants, up to $200,000, to applicants 
that are approved by the Grants Program Directorate/FEMA. Eligible non-profit organizations with one site may 
apply for up to $200,000 for that site. Eligible non-profit organizations with multiple sites may apply for up to 
$200,000 per site, for up to three sites, for a maximum of $600,000 per sub-applicant, per funding stream. The 
period of performance is 36 months. 

Both NSGP-Urban Area and NSGP-National Security Program funds must be used for security enhancements 
activities, which can be accomplished through the purchase or installation of security equipment on real property 
(including buildings and improvements) owned or leased by the non-profit organization, as well as through 
contracted security personnel. Security enhancements must be for the location(s) that the nonprofit occupies at 
the time of the application, and the projects must be fully completed during the three-year performance period.   

Complete applications from eligible nonprofit organizations must be submitted no later than 5:00 p.m. CDT on 
Wednesday, December 18, 2024. 

To learn more about this funding opportunity, eligible applicants should visit the IEMA-OHS website: 
https://iemaohs.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/iemaohs/hs/documents/grants/uasi-nsgp/uasi-
nsgpnofo_uasi_nsgp.pdf and download the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO).  For questions on the 
application process, email EMA.ITTF.grants@illinois.gov Additional information about these grant programs are 
located on the FEMA website: https://www.fema.gov/grants/preparedness/nonprofit-security Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency and Office of Homeland Security (IEMA-OHS): Ready.Illinois.gov 

 
Illinois EPA EV Rebate Program 

The Illinois EPA will open the next EV Rebate Program funding round on January 21, 2025. The funding round will 
run from January 21, 2025, to April 30, 2025. Illinois residents purchasing a new or used all-electric passenger 
vehicle ($4,000) or all-electric motorcycle ($1,500) from an Illinois licensed dealer are eligible for the rebate. 
Applicants that certify as low income are given priority in disbursement of the rebates. 
  
EV rebates are subject to the availability of funds for each cycle. The Illinois General Assembly has appropriated 
$14 million to Illinois EPA for the current fiscal year, which ends on June 30, 2025. Actual funding amounts will be 
determined by the amount of money available in the Electric Vehicle Rebate Fund, not to exceed $14 million. The 
Illinois EPA is announcing the funding round now to allow Illinois residents time to plan vehicle purchases.   
  
Applicants must apply during the rebate cycle window and within 90 days of purchase of the vehicle. The 
application and instructions will be available shortly before the opening of the rebate cycle on the Illinois 
EPA’s Electric Vehicle Rebate Program webpage. 
  
Eligibility requirements for an EV rebate in Illinois are set forth in the Illinois EPA’s regulations at 35 Ill. Adm. Code 
275.  These requirements include, but are not limited to: 
  

• The purchaser must reside in Illinois at time of vehicle purchase and at the time the rebate is issued. 

• An applicant may not previously have received an Electric Vehicle Rebate. 
• The vehicle must be purchased from a dealer licensed by the Illinois Secretary of State. 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1diMsLYQUEDTyYgRNa4NRPyQQbhLrXuQ8jJN5FcJxsV0rOfIvXOWzBIZU66o3gY984qfkTlOc9ETLB3UnBy71jBDjE89-4IeQh--Q5vigcX7WwLRwPp_sll1AdTKnCd9dMowvVra8qZMFVuod0YroJHGTecH34-kpBotZvizqiL11bSLJ37V7hlYWpa7ZgkRqkiRGi9dCzlq13owX2IVsdqK_nqX4J04hc2fxoKUX3sF0vUyJlEJx9jRBzEi8PmDip0Vd7Q9QXLwXYmunkJMKDLAwcERy14PNBoq-kEY-z88HyBS8nk-mHHequD95HyWc6xEbWoYi7JnqyVFjqe-wF1c-5suAcZWdnGMBMEaQR9Aa6c2LHhSV3dcJxgs00r8a5N_UGMnKU1_sxoPoEmjtF0gLdKZ7k97N7xBkauxCpn4/https%3A%2F%2Fiemaohs.illinois.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fsoi%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fiemaohs%2Fhs%2Fdocuments%2Fgrants%2Fuasi-nsgp%2Fuasi-nsgpnofo_uasi_nsgp.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1diMsLYQUEDTyYgRNa4NRPyQQbhLrXuQ8jJN5FcJxsV0rOfIvXOWzBIZU66o3gY984qfkTlOc9ETLB3UnBy71jBDjE89-4IeQh--Q5vigcX7WwLRwPp_sll1AdTKnCd9dMowvVra8qZMFVuod0YroJHGTecH34-kpBotZvizqiL11bSLJ37V7hlYWpa7ZgkRqkiRGi9dCzlq13owX2IVsdqK_nqX4J04hc2fxoKUX3sF0vUyJlEJx9jRBzEi8PmDip0Vd7Q9QXLwXYmunkJMKDLAwcERy14PNBoq-kEY-z88HyBS8nk-mHHequD95HyWc6xEbWoYi7JnqyVFjqe-wF1c-5suAcZWdnGMBMEaQR9Aa6c2LHhSV3dcJxgs00r8a5N_UGMnKU1_sxoPoEmjtF0gLdKZ7k97N7xBkauxCpn4/https%3A%2F%2Fiemaohs.illinois.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fsoi%2Fen%2Fweb%2Fiemaohs%2Fhs%2Fdocuments%2Fgrants%2Fuasi-nsgp%2Fuasi-nsgpnofo_uasi_nsgp.pdf
mailto:EMA.ITTF.grants@illinois.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ayiFuRQJiQ1m3d_CzEMRD-_cbG11lw2OyDuyBJWe8W7zR_u2X2YmfjwenchmTDOmL86enforTXaq6R4NYaJ6hgcNFAEXUiSKYGelckAP7bfcoVN-rToO9Gfx0xc0NaGEER_EJ9qA07yjbvG2aClf85Drv_J71VVR8RCe86FM3XSmaYnPn9x98WZxhIq70LZeu7ebUQluCU9-Qyv0bCo1DpsnpEBOoDoyZvOMFpy6BPBaIrraexMz7BaYfMnEIzRK-mHaoweTbOPL-Avy-qCuWLcjkRuz7rYEHrlYRe78MfFYkY1D26Fe_jRBABGuRll0fFP1o3Kz5pPpQrPu0aiwn9lMmjPmUR6-jkeUvgeB0lv6z2OUjvqpCEp0ra50jN3OU16Xmz-mu-VgnrVZ5oC-HvfHVnZvY7Pg-HIRsFFkG3Q/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fema.gov%2Fgrants%2Fpreparedness%2Fnonprofit-security
http://secure-web.cisco.com/1mXkQpbX1IROdPiWoPc4et_cdPcopld4nytqKpihhFaNxRI1SS2iOi96vjMPK4Cb4hAYCSXxVNJEXTSfedjJOGBWXGh4lIy5e1z8qRCibLkjbk0JEShIjDlJgpTPG4vSMeFdGavjXanm4I3_C82q2mwTJRDvsFoskzvHY_eUKmip2GoLseAMHuPDAz8zZVwmYufwd0PADlrXyzwg3MuIhMPqK09maQgmiNICuOoCwsiW7tBeFUp8-cVLBFYXS188iHMk36DPiaLHwETpwFW5n7Aup7oRrVsyaVcWgK02MRtgnazNebPdsIJYHmMNyD1XqQmhMeqQP1-CHDDpW5bRteInAsnlvB6emrqlcMlSeZN9fpE-wsPXTZUGEXLkb7MFIlZX4bxui7l15TbU1s-TgP_8yfiMLIl4l78LIyj3YrNc/http%3A%2F%2Fready.illinois.gov%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1TgSerL6DgEeW4UaSx7QJWf9xZdy3ZFpQUQL0OGSi6mYAA-ZhqP8rSIo45k1fkK91IoPBX7-HFcq5ErFueqHEo2_mB38RfNZRRuTep0Bz43vZgReoyBqdQgSFpuT5dpWg6ZAdHp-AZwK7OYbUnzfbRgSApCNIIbnAxGP0XxXBNkzPE6wKzmJzmM7Qi9pNTlAfuF-BWeRTnKGJwMkS4eExiWCEpRnzPYRNV4OtfmiuRpeo_0478lS4-vGNKS5_tHN86kp0AiqKUarBbUDNdLhfm-qQN2DstaWxqF0GuGJ5qNM5bp4S2pLE6k0GP49oK5sTwH2QQmGVIHdudAPIU1zAB5s8dW4DTor9Sl-FF5iMRQdWnb2vv4fxKzqBbcndMw4xVtokGiPJil39LwMCJmoSnAg5p486oLjxygD8a6IDYAM/https%3A%2F%2Fepa.illinois.gov%2Ftopics%2Fceja%2Felectric-vehicle-rebates.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14jj6oKepse13dIMCHnKZ_VS6tOspxt4KVSBby8VNndng4w541q9rU1ig_yg6JeS4P-8Hg1ONrESpiJpwrebtChBBjWYkzPYykQ_Z8xtG9t0ZjGz21xfLatArvwtbXeMpvsUIrltBomSJ4-bfWS6xSR6GgU0TjvWj1xRjiB_WkYNt8gdcr_Kg94wZTudUhDAgK_ZJvjyvXbigMXzqh0tF98Kzd_lHy0mEiGnV7ylOooFJRsEmkUTq4gTs6-e31Nznj4_lHH3yBxk8XB3FXriZyh6K95vU7_1n0kYhvQxTLfYihSzIhWGSWnPT1LmjpRmnIni-5aT1hoIh9qbKjSIpOpCWolL7qBDzIWHTSLGtdZmvFmJ5CuhQw0wJB0yD1lud8r6HJzFN_GFCY1A4jyQpQH3JXpbCRcbEIE_Z7Q6Kco8/https%3A%2F%2Fpcb.illinois.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdsweb%2FGet%2FDocument-11964%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/14jj6oKepse13dIMCHnKZ_VS6tOspxt4KVSBby8VNndng4w541q9rU1ig_yg6JeS4P-8Hg1ONrESpiJpwrebtChBBjWYkzPYykQ_Z8xtG9t0ZjGz21xfLatArvwtbXeMpvsUIrltBomSJ4-bfWS6xSR6GgU0TjvWj1xRjiB_WkYNt8gdcr_Kg94wZTudUhDAgK_ZJvjyvXbigMXzqh0tF98Kzd_lHy0mEiGnV7ylOooFJRsEmkUTq4gTs6-e31Nznj4_lHH3yBxk8XB3FXriZyh6K95vU7_1n0kYhvQxTLfYihSzIhWGSWnPT1LmjpRmnIni-5aT1hoIh9qbKjSIpOpCWolL7qBDzIWHTSLGtdZmvFmJ5CuhQw0wJB0yD1lud8r6HJzFN_GFCY1A4jyQpQH3JXpbCRcbEIE_Z7Q6Kco8/https%3A%2F%2Fpcb.illinois.gov%2Fdocuments%2Fdsweb%2FGet%2FDocument-11964%2F


 

o Rented or leased vehicles do not qualify for the rebate. 

o Vehicles purchased from an out-of-state dealership, and vehicles delivered to or received by the 
purchaser out-of-state are not eligible for a rebate. 

• The purchaser must apply for the rebate within 90-days after the vehicle purchase date. 

• The purchaser must retain ownership of the vehicle for a minimum of 12 consecutive months immediately 
after the vehicle purchase date. 

• The rebate amount cannot exceed the purchase price of the vehicle. 

Applicants will need to submit the following along with the information contained in the rebate application: 
  

• Copy of the bill of sale, purchase invoice, or purchase agreement from an Illinois dealership; 
• Documentation of proof of purchase, such as a copy of a canceled check, an invoice or bill showing that 

the applicable amount has been paid or that no remaining balance exists, or loan documents  
• Copy of the Illinois vehicle registration or temporary permit provided by the dealership at the time of 

sale/delivery; and 
• IRS W-9 or W-8 form 

  
Illinois Arts Council Creative Accelerator Fund Guidelines and Application 

The Illinois Arts Council (IAC) is pleased to announce the release of the Creative Accelerator Fund (CAF). As part of 
IAC’s Bold New Changes, the Creative Accelerator Fund provides crucial support to artists with a goal of 
strengthening the creative workforce that composes a significant portion of Illinois’ economic activity. CAF 
recognizes and supports the vital role that artists play as builders and innovators in their communities. By 
investing in their practice and professional growth, the fund not only enriches the lives of artists but also 
encourages broader community engagement and investment leading to a vibrant cultural landscape and fostering 
connections among residents. 
 
The Creative Accelerator Fund (CAF) will provide 130 artists with a flexible $10,000 taxable award. IAC anticipates 
a large response to this application and will determine recipients by randomized selection. Each IAC region has its 
own allocation, and recipients will be selected from the applications submitted in that region. The deadline to 
apply is Wednesday, November 20, 2024. 
 
To be eligible, individual artists must demonstrate an active and sustained practice, be age 21 or older, be 
established as an Illinois resident and not currently enrolled full-time at a college or university in any 
undergraduate, graduate, or doctoral program. All applications must be submitted via the applicant’s IAC 
Salesforce account. 
 
IAC staff conducted a Creative Accelerator Fund webinar on October 4. A recorded version of the webinar with 
transcripts will be made available on the Creative Accelerator Fund webpage. The IAC will also host three “Drop-
In'' sessions. Drop-in sessions are one-hour sessions where participants may ask questions of the Program Staff 
and get answers in real time. Drop-ins do not require pre-registration. Simply click the link at the time of the 
meeting to join the call via WebEx. Visit the Creative Accelerator Fund webpage for details. For questions, please 
contact your Regional Program Director.  
 

 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/15KjX_DlEbokraoMFNHa9T0HWPNQ1CN5bOi7z-3HRRrlNumIxRK77eDYabpIRYPa5JWqFnlwYlETACkeB3crXNXnCRp1pWmEHEC1exinnWescJ-E2EzavC5phLxcrl-amHwETiWW5LRB4SWu4bFFSP95HYaqVHGIIszesL7Z3f26gOYhWZvpMgroNYGnYs7bfzS5qawB4jsLKeg_l6OkNmOQ82_6-QYlPWjqOcmgzzUz5jSGr3OjSGpkmiTPt9JJ8qH_X_vRjfse-Q8tcRegNRMSbEdplooQfT4h7yt_pVKQFKj9e6zqjBVsLxsZ41PV3gUKbDkqoh1Z8qkQmqzvpp4ViHU-b721U0rMjz8IWTyv0urkhd2-Bj0zQu3QuCPvzmhZNHHOsifFvR64bVzCtbVFc2dVHGS6nrwGHTGeJWWA/https%3A%2F%2Farts.illinois.gov%2Fgranting-opportunities%2Fgrants-programs%2Fcreative-accelerator-fund.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1msY6kz1tTv06LbBTRmoGErcsU0mRYoGug8MzgFJovKnpr6EmkUeA9AHgAHx7SDw0cChPLPiQl5A68z-s6QvHdhC4YeTzioAoPbO5kFRRVOFORzBICQROXJ-5IH_m7vQWqok2VWTx28qQ5VEsfxobpLS1p_bdjW1CTKksM-s8RM8TCmKAQqhbtKmLh6m1EdC_aT1oBZvG8JqBrnOiZKrA2iMll2wpADtrZweBEDmE8AHXUkNc9rdpksmVLwsZXZp0thjfnak2LEiFqEJ2p6QL2srwRek6q1iL_XEpXrbwm6IJ_xFkez3o1tLgSSUujYjk0Zk80hjnkObWj0C0BpJwcsuVPpUg8hj_dyxvzywCiWXxvIXbDnWNf0qoUyuClxo1A9YxeWDHnTsV93J1HLZhb2661mQaisfUkqIfENYQYm0/https%3A%2F%2Farts.illinois.gov%2Fnews%2F2024%2F2024-2-6-illinois-arts-council-announces-bold-new-changes.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/12-VJ-w2FFTuqB3V2adBt5__EJcb6QeN0fDndK6mV6GduBI9aiyE_78ADOU_xcj-bshtpkAxi0yOzs_sQeAIFVV2Y4Adf9EHjexURrt5VI7pNmFVE7-FIdIayrT3CWR-lFKUN1m8HuxD_v6FFTf_HCprYeHQb8mPDJreQ9gLWptSsUF8rtyibrUVZw6iHyIirvlXNrc12SlStDcLykrgogkCz9vKJwKoZAW_rFRkve3YI7HOlkEQ17fFqwndQcyRYIGHobw-hXUFCta41bvfrdHIahS_Tso8y6wyBXSdYSSYhHg5Ehrla9TACKkEe30RxXi08NoukH5n_AFLUHXvVLyp3q0s3GRjepQ2etcribeS6tjodDJpKQ2w7Ggbea_XWQOlYLEzZIzOa0cO-AjYLdGE9eF3DwyXcjcitOISzKUU/https%3A%2F%2Farts.illinois.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fsoi%2Fen%2Fweb%2Farts%2Fdocuments%2Fevents%2FIAC%2520REGIONS.pdf
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1htQKkevBYoHWAFvJb3RkRZI39kSPRuu8JR0mi_vwJjmc06DbrdDowBXAMMmMMcxnNbqbB_ezQNjxihB7WiZXsBrEOa5OzZyMEmT33HgB0cAFLrPyEByIVdzwH8FE7P3KOdN6Qz0cqwNPOw7rF8So7GWR1CPqqZxJqjIRdm0D6w0NDrIBbMYnWrK1Ut48hzClcfzUpWDmmly_6LP3i1b19_DYZutamsjZcxjZaI9lWDhgFtwhdfIbA7pp4F4IyDJeOqGUTNFKAQDk8YdEggy8E8KvmjKmVLNcmc6MK9qTfl2U2FbUNgIellLHjj_w9Q-LW5ZhYl7uCgZuOW4F1E8X7wlr7SPHmMm4t1esrxKfJfBqUQd6ptOus1jLfZZ6l82Qw1B2l24wpbowqKldBcRBRt-RbLlpIAOpGd0GDLoZ5Xo/https%3A%2F%2Farts-illinois.my.site.com%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-jGVltyTwM1gU9cgbB2cbQEzrAdqMHAnai2KdG9sJSGXtc8qvBQyNBhlPRj-0qVS8hPnDTH4ZO4ZHzpe1naUA3CdfiLdl1XDWrm1bXZ83c4mn-Dgp6bS2Ml_rt1fPO_9ndVF_n5lFmR2xOXEcOMW5cRlFEmJ1jyHJkf7vvVYA3s6h0KpXGvL-upQdRj9oIzAuBpGjgFztwiPBTyuUUTmmdkhwuGWlwcseXImzmjf-il_wnYpToQ5ipShr8rqr25fCksqguFYNJWs7Rrg9vBaKHhOFibBXXxnQQath31BnlAPxSNIAZs4g0o6itHGRMoOT3BNUUzMiELxxQ2iJtsoxZsEC5YxYuvpU99DhKY1HSAyVmWVhbs6VVd7LGgmW_7EAtirMMh4wtLlm-bkrWku0OpqnrHqkOB3rpy20ZcaV78/https%3A%2F%2Farts.illinois.gov%2Fgranting-opportunities%2Fgrants-programs%2Fcreative-accelerator-fund.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-jGVltyTwM1gU9cgbB2cbQEzrAdqMHAnai2KdG9sJSGXtc8qvBQyNBhlPRj-0qVS8hPnDTH4ZO4ZHzpe1naUA3CdfiLdl1XDWrm1bXZ83c4mn-Dgp6bS2Ml_rt1fPO_9ndVF_n5lFmR2xOXEcOMW5cRlFEmJ1jyHJkf7vvVYA3s6h0KpXGvL-upQdRj9oIzAuBpGjgFztwiPBTyuUUTmmdkhwuGWlwcseXImzmjf-il_wnYpToQ5ipShr8rqr25fCksqguFYNJWs7Rrg9vBaKHhOFibBXXxnQQath31BnlAPxSNIAZs4g0o6itHGRMoOT3BNUUzMiELxxQ2iJtsoxZsEC5YxYuvpU99DhKY1HSAyVmWVhbs6VVd7LGgmW_7EAtirMMh4wtLlm-bkrWku0OpqnrHqkOB3rpy20ZcaV78/https%3A%2F%2Farts.illinois.gov%2Fgranting-opportunities%2Fgrants-programs%2Fcreative-accelerator-fund.html
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Illinois Farm Bureau Rural Development Grant 
The 2024-2025 Illinois Farm Bureau (IFB) Rural Development Grant Program officially opened on Tuesday, October 
1, with applications being accepted through Wednesday, December 18, 2024. In conjunction with county Farm 
Bureaus, IFB will award a total of $100,000 spread across multiple grants. The purpose of this program is to 
develop partnerships by providing funding through the county Farm Bureaus for investment in rural development 
projects being implemented in a community or county that will positively impact Farm Bureau members and 
other residents. Successful rural development projects will improve the economic well-being and/or quality of life 
in their community or county. To discuss your project and request a link to the online JotForm application, please 
contact your county Farm Bureau. For more information, including FAQs, please visit ilfb.org/rdgrants . Grant 
recipients will be notified by January 31, 2025. 

 
Illinois EPA Driving a Cleaner Illinois – VW Round 7 – Transit Buses  

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) Acting Director James Jennings announced a $27 million 
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the replacement of existing public transit buses with new all-electric 
transit options. Grant awards will cover 75% of the eligible cost per electric transit bus and any necessary charging 
infrastructure, with a minimum award amount of $300,000. Eligible applicants include government and transit 
agencies that own and operate public transit buses in any of the three priority areas outlined in the Volkswagen 
Beneficiary Mitigation Plan (BMP) and further described below. This funding opportunity will remain open until 
funding is depleted with grants awarded on a first-come, first-serve basis. 
 
As outlined in Illinois’ BMP for the Volkswagen diesel emissions settlement, and as specified in the NOFO, Illinois 
EPA will fund projects in the following priority areas: 
 
• Priority Area 1: Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will counties, Oswego Township in Kendall County, 
and Aux Sable and Goose Lake townships in Grundy County. 
• Priority Area 2: Madison, Monroe, and St. Clair Counties. 
• Priority Area 3: Champaign, DeKalb, LaSalle, McLean, Peoria, Sangamon, and Winnebago Counties. 
 
Government/transit agencies that own and operate public transit buses in one of the three priority areas are 
eligible to apply. Purchased buses must serve within one of the three priority areas. Existing diesel buses to be 
replaced (scrapped), must meet the following criteria: 
 
• Currently operating in the transit fleet 
• Engine Model Year 2009 and older diesel-powered Class 4 – 8 transit buses; and 
• Must be scrapped within 90 days of the new buses being placed into service. 
 
Illinois EPA’s BMP focuses the State’s VW allocation on electric transportation and infrastructure. The goals of the 
plan include reducing nitrogen oxide emissions in areas where the affected VW vehicles were registered. The BMP 
also takes into consideration areas that do not meet federal air quality standards for ozone and bear a 
disproportionate share of the air pollution burden, including environmental justice areas. 
 
The link to the Notice of Funding Opportunity can be found on the Driving A Cleaner Illinois webpage: 
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/air-quality/driving-a-cleaner-illinois.html. Applications must be received by 5:00 
PM CT on November 25, 2024. 
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Illinois EPA Announces Expanded Eligibility for Energy Efficiency Grants 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Acting Director James Jennings announced the expansion of two 
energy efficiency grant opportunities. The Energy Efficiency Assessment Program and the Energy Efficiency Trust 
Fund Program provide funding for energy efficiency assessments and upgrade projects at eligible properties 
serving residents receiving housing assistance. These grant programs will now accept applications statewide for 
single-family residential and multifamily properties with up to 20 dwelling units serving residents receiving 
housing assistance. 
 
The Energy Efficiency Assessment Program and the Energy Efficiency Trust Fund Grant Program give organizations 
the tools to identify renovations that will improve both energy efficiency and comfort of the buildings and then 
fund those projects. Eligible applicants include public housing authorities, units of local governments, or nonprofit 
organizations throughout Illinois that serve residents using housing assistance programs. Both programs will 
make awards on a first-come, first-serve basis and will remain open until funds are depleted. For eligibility and 
application information, visit: 
 
• Energy Efficiency Assessment Program https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-
efficiency-assessment-program.html  Send EE Assessment Program questions to Rebecca Luke, Office of 
Energy - Energy Projects Coordinator at Rebecca.J.Luke@Illinois.gov.  
 
• Energy Efficiency Trust Fund Grant Program https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy/energy-efficiency/energy-
efficiency-trust-fund-grant.html  Still have questions? Review the FAQ Document Link OR send EE Trust Fund 
Grant Program questions to Rebecca Luke, Office of Energy - Energy Projects Coordinator 
at Rebecca.J.Luke@Illinois.gov 
 
Before applying to the grant program, applicants must be pre-qualified through the Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act (GATA) Grantee Portal, https://gata.illinois.gov/. For more information about these grant 
programs and other Office of Energy efforts to increase energy efficiency and resiliency please visit 
https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/energy.html 

 
Illinois EPA Green Infrastructure Grant 

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency Interim Director James Jennings announced a grant opportunity with $5 
million in funding for projects that will improve water quality in Illinois. The Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 
is posted at https://il.amplifund.com/Public/Opportunities/Details/45aeb4c5-055a-4441-aeb8-d49eae66772b. 
 
The GIGO Program seeks proposals for projects containing green infrastructure best management practices 
(BMPs) that prevent, eliminate, or reduce stormwater runoff, reducing localized or riverine flooding in Illinois’ 
rivers, streams, and lakes. Projects that implement treatment trains (multiple BMPs in series) and/or multiple 
BMPs within the same watershed are encouraged as they may be more effective and efficient than a single large 
green infrastructure BMP. BMPs may be located on public or private land. 
 
For the GIGO program, green infrastructure is defined as any stormwater management technique or practice 
employed with the primary goal to preserve, restore, mimic, or enhance natural hydrology. Green infrastructure 
includes, but is not limited to, methods of using soil and vegetation to promote soil percolation, 
evapotranspiration, and filtering or the harvesting and reuse of precipitation. Examples of project types/BMPs 
that may be funded through GIGO are provided in the NOFO. Illinois EPA anticipates project awards between 
$75,000 and $2.5 million. 
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Applications for the GIGO Program are due by noon on November 20, 2024, at 12:00 PM (CST). Additional 
information is available at: https://epa.illinois.gov/topics/grants-loans/water-financial-assistance/gigo.html. 
Applicants must apply for GIGO through the GATA Grantee Portal. 

 
Are You Ready for the Corporate Transparency Act (CTA)?  

Presented by the Office of the Illinois Secretary of State Alexi Giannoulias’ Business Services Department  
Wednesday, December 4, 2024 | 1:00 PM | virtual | Register here 
Effective January 1, 2024, a new federal law requires many companies doing business in the State of Illinois to  
report information to the U.S. government about who ultimately owns and controls them. This information is  
reported to the U.S. Department of the Treasury’s Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN). Please join  
the Illinois Secretary of State’s office for a discussion of these new beneficial ownership information reporting  
requirements and what businesses need to do to comply with the law. They will also share resources FinCEN has  
developed to help businesses understand this new requirement.  
For more information contact Kim Aileen at AKim@ILSOS.GOV.  

 
Helpful Resources 

 
Grant Help Desk Resources 

DCEO Office of Accountability 
• Office Hours for Grantees – Office of Accountability is hosting a weekly office hour every Tuesday  

from 2-3pm for any questions grantees or potential grantees may have.  
o Sign up for any of these sessions with this link 
• Email Us: 
o ceo.granthelp@illinois.gov 
o Or use our Inquiry Form: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/df9d38efa4e241218ced486c54f3c109  
• Visit Our Website: 
o https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities.html 
o Video Training & Resources Library Video Training & Resources (illinois.gov) 

 
Grant Accountability and Transparency (GATA)  

• GATA Grantee Portal: https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/  
• GATA Grantee Portal New User Guide: 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Documents/Resource%20Library/GATA%20New%20User%20Guide.
pdf  

• GATU Resource Site: https://gata.illinois.gov/  
• Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA): https://gata.illinois.gov/grants/csfa.html  
• DCEO Current Grant Opportunities: https://dceo.illinois.gov/aboutdceo/grantopportunities/grants.html  

 
Audit Report Review Process Manual: 
https://gata.illinois.gov/content/dam/soi/en/web/gata/documents/audit/audit-manual-august-2018-revision.pdf 
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Workforce Development – Office of Employment & Training 
The Office of Employment and Training supports innovative workforce programs and career, training and 
employment services that connect employers to a highly skilled workforce.  Providing assistance and resources for 
job seekers is central to Illinois’ commitment to ensuring that businesses thrive in our state. 
Programs and services: 

• Illinois workNet® 
• WIOA Works Illinois 
• Apprenticeship Illinois 
• Trade Adjustment Assistance Program (TAA) 
• WIOA Success Stories 
• More Programs and Resources 
• Illinois Workforce Development System (IWDS) 
• Climate and Equitable Jobs Act 

 
American Rescue Plan (ARPA) for Non-Entitlement Units of Local Government (NEU) 

Do you have questions about ARPA? Check out the Technical Assistance page on our DCEO website. Click here 
August 8, 2024 - offices hours presentation slides Click here 
FAQs: View frequently asked questions about this program. 
Need help? To ask a question or request a support call, contact the NEU Support Team at 
either ILARPA@crowe.com or CEO.CURE@illinois.gov. To ask a question about the U.S Treasury Reporting Portal, 
please contact covidreliefITsupport@treasury.gov. 

 
DCEO Website – https://dceo.illinois.gov 

The Illinois DCEO website includes a page dedicated to current state and federal grant opportunities as well as 
Grantee resources. Click here to find valuable information! 

 
Join DCEO’s Team 

DCEO’s Team is expanding around the state, including on Team RED.  To apply for these jobs, please go to the 
Work4Illinois website at  https://illinois.jobs2web.com/ and use the search function to find the positions for our 
department.  
 

Following DCEO & Connecting with Team RED 
If you have upcoming meetings or events and would like DCEO to participate, please reach out to us. Follow us on 
our social media channels for real time updates. 
Facebook: @illinoisdceo 
LinkedIn: Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity 

https://www.illinoisworknet.com/
https://www.illinoisworknet.com/wioa
https://www.illinoisworknet.com/ApprenticeshipIL/
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